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Welcome... 

The Jurassic Coast is all about the people 


I AM delighted to be able to introduce 
this special 10 th anniversary edition of 
the View from the Jurassic Coast. 
View from newspapers are focused 
very much on reporting about and cele¬ 
brating local communities and, as we 
have learnt over the last 10 years, the 
Jurassic Coast is home to a very special 
community. 

My job is to oversee the'management' 
of the World Heritage Site - a fantastic 
and unique challenge when we are talk¬ 
ing about 185 million years of the Earth's 
history in 95 miles of beautiful and glob¬ 
ally important cliffs and beaches. 

In practice this means a whole range of 
things. One day I could be on my knees 
in a sand-pit with a school group reveal¬ 
ing the fossils of a fierce ichthyosaur and 
discussing prehistoric food chains. The 
next day I might be in London meeting 
with a minister. It is your guess which I 
would prefer. 

I lead a small team, currently seven 
people, and rather unoriginally called 
the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Team, 
which works to protect and conserve the 
coast, undertake education and arts pro¬ 
grammes, help deliver'greener'tourism 
and transport schemes, develop visitor 
centres and put on events to raise aware¬ 
ness about the Jurassic Coast. 

We are hosted by Dorset County Coun¬ 
cil, supported by Dorset and Devon 
County Councils, Natural England and 
the Environment Agency, and work 
closely with a charity called the Jurassic 
Coast Trust which was created to raise 


money for education and conservation 
along the Site. 

Our work is guided by a rather grand 
document called the World Heritage 
Convention, an international treaty set 
up by the United Nations that the UK 
signed in 1984. This convention says 

Over the last 10years 
more than 200 
organisations and more 
than 1000 individuals 
have been directly 
involved in some 
element of Jurassic Coast 
management 

that we are to 'protect, conserve and 
present' our World Heritage Sites, and 
'transmit them to future generations'in 
good condition. 

This, in essence, is what we try to do 
but, as you might imagine, we cannot do 
this by ourselves and, as natural World 
Heritage Sites are the'best of the best'of 
the world's natural spaces, the task 
comes with a hefty responsibility. 

Part of my job is to give numerous pre¬ 
sentations and I used to start these by 
saying that the Jurassic Coast is 'not just 
about the rocks'. Having reviewed 10 
years of progress I think I can now start 
my presentations by saying that the 


Jurassic Coast is'all about the people', be¬ 
cause if they, you, and the scientists, 
tourists, school groups, businesses, 
artists and fossil collectors weren't inter¬ 
ested, the rocks, fossils and landforms 
that make up World Heritage Status 
would be meaningless. 

Even though we don't have the exact 
figures, over the last 10 years more than 
200 organisations and more than 1000 
individuals have been directly involved in 
some element of Jurassic Coast'manage- 
ment'. This means so many things: they 
may have set up a visitor centre, put on 
an event, undertaken a dance, written an 
article, published a website, undertaken 
the Jurassic Coast Quality Business 
Scheme, written a book, opposed a plan¬ 
ning application, volunteered at a festi¬ 
val, trained people, collected fossils, and 
that's just to mention a few. 

In addition, we estimate that many, 
many more have been indirectly involved 
in the management of the Site, and hun¬ 
dreds of thousands have benefited from 
the designation of World Heritage Site 
status in all kinds of ways, as can be seen 
in the top ten benefits on page 5. 

This is all as a result of the interest, pas¬ 
sion and determination shown by resi¬ 
dents of Dorset, East Devon and further 
away, and we are very grateful to every¬ 
one concerned for the role that they 
have played, and continue to play. We 
are proud to work alongside them. 

To finish, on a recent overseas holiday I 
gave a friend a copy of the new book, 
'The Jurassic Coast - An Aerial Journey 



• SAM ROSE - Leader of the Jurassic Coast Team 


Through Time', thinking that this 
would be new territory for her and 
tempt her to visit. She was de¬ 
lighted, replying that only last sum¬ 
mer she had walked it, and this 
would help fill in some of the gaps 
in her knowledge. What blew me 
away, apart from the fact that she 
had walked past my house without 
telling me, was that it was so well 
known to her and the family and she 
was keen to know more. 

It seems that this is the case for 
many people now, and that the 
Jurassic Coast is well and truly estab¬ 
lished on the national, and in some 
cases international map. 

This edition of the newspaper de¬ 


scribes the work along the Jurassic 
Coast which is being undertaken 
now and which has been estab¬ 
lished over the last 10 years, cover¬ 
ing areas such as education, 
museums, arts, visitor centres and 
others. For more information about 
any of this or anything else, or if you 
want to become a Friend of the 
Jurassic Coast, please see the back 
page for details, or just visit 
www.jurassiccoast.org. I hope you 
enjoy reading about what is hap¬ 
pening all along the Jurassic Coast 
and, perhaps even more, I hope you 
enjoy the Coast itself. 

Sam Rose 
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Hire a hammer to fossil hunt on 
Charmouth beach for only 
£3 per day (plus £10 deposit) 
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10 years of World 
Heritage Site status 


jURASSICCOAST 




YEARS A WORLD HERITAGE SITE 


What has World Heritage Site status brought to Dorset and East Devon over the last 10 years? 


T HANKS to the commitment of a wide range 
of partners, 10 years on the Jurassic Coast re¬ 
mains beautiful, fascinating and unspoilt. 
The cliffs continue to erode naturally, revealing the 
geology, fossils and landforms for which the area 
was made a World Heritage Site. 

Conservation 

WORLD Heritage status has afforded better protec¬ 
tion of the coast; not just of its geology but of the 
setting which makes it such a special place to visit 
and enjoy. 



Fossils 

HUNDREDS of fossils have been found, rescued 
from the sea and preserved - from common ones 
which anyone can enjoy finding - to rare and 
scientifically important discoveries, some of which 
are new to science. 

A New Identity 

THE ‘Jurassic Coast’ identity did not exist before 
2001 but is now in common use along the 95 miles 
of the Site and is nationally and internationally 
recognised. It has raised the profile of the area and 
of Earth Sciences. 



Museums 

GEOLOGY collections and displays in many of the 
museums along the Jurassic Coast have been up¬ 
graded over the last seven years. The highlight of 
this work is the massive, and scientifically impor¬ 
tant Weymouth Bay Pliosaur skull, now on display 
in the Dorset County Museum. 

Tourism 

THERE is strong evidence of an increase in off- 
peak and overseas visitors to the Jurassic Coast. 
This needs careful visitor management and the ap¬ 
proach taken by the Jurassic Coast was recognised 
by winning the global ‘Tourism for Tomorrow’ 
award in 2005. 


Events 


Jobs and Businesses 


JURASSIC Coast-related events 
have taken place throughout 
Dorset and East Devon, such 
as the flagship Lyme Regis 
Fossil Festivals in con¬ 
junction with the Natural M 
History Museum, the 
coast-long Rock Around 
the Coast walks and more ^ 
than 1,000 talks to local 
community groups. 



RESEARCH suggests that businesses 
have benefited and that new jobs, 
products and services have been 
created on the back of the Juras¬ 
sic Coast designation. More 
than 100 businesses have 
joined the Jurassic Coast Qual¬ 
ity Business Scheme. 




Community 
Engagement 

MANY people from all walks of 
life have chosen to get involved in 
the Jurassic Coast, helping the World 
Heritage Site to become a significant part of local 
community life. 


Visitor Facilities 

JURASSIC Coast visitor facili¬ 
ties are being created or improved 
all along the coast. The first major 
centre opening was at Durlston Cas¬ 
tle, Swanage in November 2011. It will 
soon be followed this year by the Fine 
Foundation Chesil Beach Centre, and the outdoor 
interpretation at Orcombe, Exmouth. 


Education 

THOUSANDS of children have benefited from in¬ 
volvement with the World Heritage Site, in and out 
of the classroom, through projects such as ‘Stoney 
Bones’ in Swanage, and directly through the 1,500+ 
teachers we have trained. 



Sustainable Transport 

THE award-winning X53 Jurassic Coast bus serv¬ 
ice has grown from 80,000 passengers in 2001 to 
500,000 in 2010. It is a bold example of innovative 
public transport which, together with other trans¬ 
port options, provides a more integrated service for 
the Coast. 



Arts 

TWENTY-SIX arts projects have involved 2,745 
participants and audiences of 70,000 to engage the 
imaginations of a huge range of people. 




Civic Pride 

FROM the naming of the Jurassic Pier at 
West Bay, to Jurassic Coast-themed flags 
and banners now flying in Swanage, 
Seaton and Exmouth, World Heritage Sta¬ 
tus has given many people another reason 
to celebrate their extraordinary coast. 


Awareness 

THE official website receives around 
30,000 individual visitors a month; at 
least 100,000 visitor ‘mini-guides’ 
are distributed annually and more m m 

than 90,000 publications 
about the Jurassic Coast 
have been sold 
since 2003. 



















Journey from Seaton, gateway town to the World Heritage Jurassic Coast 
through two nature reserves alongside the Axe estuary to historic Colyton. 

Open Daily: 31 st Mar - 4th Nov, 26th Dec -1st Jan 2013 

We have a great range of activities for the whole of the Family 

06/04/2012 - 09/04/2012 - Easter Weekend Fun! 

Meet Gilbert our mascot and his pet frog this weekend. Count the frogs and be 
rewarded with your own chocolate frog. Take part in Gilbert's trail at Colyton Station. 

14/04/2012 - Guided Bird Watching Trip 

Guided Bird Watching trip with Ian Waite 5pm-7pm. £12.50 per person. Please contact us for details. 

23/04/2012 - St George's Day 

Available at the Tramstop Restaurant - Roast Beef Baguettes, Sausage & Mash. 

07/05/2012 - Bank Holiday Monday 

Driver's Eye Experience available at Colyton Station. Please pre-book to avoid disappointment. 

13/05/2012 - Guided Bird Watching Trip 

Guided Bird Watching trip with Don Cotton 5pm-7pm. £12.50 per person. Please contact us for details. 

17/05/2012 - Norway National Day 

Available at the Tramstop Restaurant - meatballs, Smoked Salmon. 

29/05/2012 - Guided Bird Watching Trip 

Guided Bird Watching trip with Don Cotton 5pm-7pm. £12.50 per person. Please contact us for details. 

02/06/2012 - 05/06/2012 - Queen's Diamond Jubilee 


Fun for 
aD ages! 



09/06/2012 -10/06/2012 - Portugal National Day 

Available at the Tramstop Restaurant - Tapas, Piri Piri. 

17/06/2012 - Father's Day 

Dad Travels FREE today. Driver's Eye Experience available at Colyton Station. You can pre-book the lesson or turn up on the day. 

To avoid disappointment please contact 01297 20375 to book the lesson. 

23/06/2012 - 24/06/2012 - Weekend Extravaganza - Trains, Trams & Buses Gala Weekend 

Depot visits, Photo Opportunities, Seaton Junction, Pecorama, Yeovil Railway Centre, Sidings, Travel between Axminster 
Railway and Yeovil with South West Trains free unlimited travel, travel between Pecorama, Axminster and Seaton by 
vintage bus, Driver's Eye Experiences, Launch of Tram 8 in it's new Bristol livery. Weekend Ticket Price £25.00. 

04/07/2012 - Independence Day 

Available at the Tramstop Restaurant Burgers & Fries, Hot Dogs 

14/0712012-15/0712012 - Bastille Day 

Available at the Tramstop Restaurant Garlic Bread, Onion soup, Brie Baguette 

27/07/2012 - Let the Games Begin 
03/08/2012 -Pirate Day 

Calling all shipmates travel on the"Seaton Pearl"today and see what treasure you can find. 

06/08/2012 - Jamaica National Day 

Available at the Tramstop Restaurant Joyous & Jerky 

Caribbean Evening Jr 

At Colyton Station - delicious food and Pina Colada or Rum Punch 

12/08/2012 - Guided Bird Watching Trip 

Guided Bird Watching trip with Donald Campbell 5pm-7pm. £12.50 per person. Please contact us for details 

14/08/2012 - Support Cancer Research Day 

Online (looking now available • Please visit our website or contact us for further details 

Harbour Road, Seaton, Devon, EX12 2NQTel: (01297) 20375 e: info@tram.co.uk 

www .tram. co. ink 


















Lyme Regis - something fabulous in the 
Blue Lia* of the Town Mill: 



Celebrity chefs 8e cheese novices alike seek out the friendly, knowledgeable Town Mill 
Cheesemonger. We sell fine Se artisan cheeses from the West Country &? beyond plus a 
selection of wines &* accompaniments for a delicious picnic or a treat to take home... 

and Lyme’s finest Ice Cream in a cone or a tub! 


WWW.TOWNNILLCHEESE.CO.lIK 
MILL LANE, LYME REGIS »T7 3PU 01297 44 26 26 



















A Premier Holiday Park on Dorset’s Heritage coastline, 

a short stroll from the beach. 

A 


• Indoor & Outdoor Pools • Holiday Home sales • Nightly & weekly 

• Bar & Lounge • Family Dining Accommodation 

• Restaurant • Kids Indoor Soft Play • Luxury Pine Lodges 

Camping & Touring pitches. Lodges & Caravans for sale or hire. 

iw a/called, somethin^/ Up eab and/ w tooh abound/! 



t: 01297 560259 or visit www.newlandsholidays.co.uk 
e:enq@newlandsholidays.co.uk Charmouth, Dorset DT6 6RB 
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Lighting up the 
minds of curious 
children and 
adults alike 


A LEXANDRIA Potter, Jurassic Coast World 
Heritage Team’s Education Co-ordinator 
believes she has one of the best jobs that 
she could ever imagine. 

She explained: “One of the best things I’ve dis¬ 
covered over the last couple of years whilst work¬ 
ing on a wide range of different projects with the 
team is that there’s nothing more exciting and re¬ 
warding than seeing a child’s face light up in awe 
and wonder when they learn about the Jurassic 
Coast World Heritage Site. 

“Dinosaurs, fossils, the different environments, 
comprehending millions of years of past time, mass 
extinctions and the wonderful words of Triassic, 
Jurassic and Cretaceous are subjects that dazzle and 
boggle their imaginations. 

“We all learn about fossils and dinosaurs at some 
point in our lives, whether at school, from a book 
or from our parents. But for children living locally, 
I don’t think the subject truly comes to life until 
they have their first ‘Jurassic Coast experience’, 
which can happen at any age and can be quite mag¬ 
ical. 

“Whether it’s finding your very own fossil on the 
beach and comprehending its life millions of years 
ago, or your first coastal walk along the Dorset and 
East Devon coastline. I remember my first experi¬ 
ence and I bet you remember yours. There’s just 
something about this place, and young people living 
in the area should have the opportunity to feel part 
of it.” 

For these reasons, the Jurassic Coast Team has 
worked with thousands of children, young people 
and teachers as well as various Visitor Centres over 
the last 10 years to raise awareness of the Site and 
to enable future generations to explore their local 
area and natural heritage. 

Sam Rose, Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site 
Manager said: “We are hugely proud of the role 


# INSPIRING young minds at Lyme Regis Fossil Festival 

Photo courtesy of the Fossil Festival team 


by Jill Newton 
with Alex Potter 

we’ve taken in supporting formal education along 
the Jurassic Coast over the last seven years, and 
through it we have become national leaders in edu¬ 
cation for World Heritage Sites. 


“We’ve taken the whole formal education side of 
things by storm and developed our programmes, 
linking them into the national curriculum. It’s 
worked very well; we’ve trained hundreds of teach¬ 


ers, and as a consequence, thousands of children 
have been involved in our activities. It is my hope 
that all of the 250 schools in the Dorset and East 
Devon area will engage in what we have to offer.” 



3MR/iSS(s 

CLASSROOM 


The Big Jurassic Classroom 


ALEX is currently covering the Jurassic Coast Educa¬ 
tion Co-ordinator role while the long-term holder of 
the post, Dr Anjana Ford, is on maternity leave. 

Alex's role is to manage a special education pro¬ 
gramme - the Big Jurassic Classroom. This pro¬ 
gramme brings together the last seven years of 
formal Jurassic Coast education work to provide 
something that every school in Dorset and East 
Devon can get involved with at absolutely no 
charge, all at the same time. 

It's all about inviting children and young people to 
be actively involved in and celebrate the unique op¬ 
portunity that comes from their local World Her¬ 
itage Site hosting the sailing events of the London 
2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games this summer, 
whether that's learning about the seven Olympic 
values and how they relate to the Jurassic Coast, 
commemorating special celebratory days, or get¬ 
ting out on the coast to explore the potential im¬ 
pacts the Games could have on our coastline. 

The seven values were developed by Pierre de 
Coubertin when he founded the Modern Olympic 
Movement. He saw the Games as an ideal opportu¬ 
nity to explore a set of universal principles through 
education and society as a whole. The values will be 
put at the heart of schools' work over the next two 


terms in order to demonstrate their commitment 
and officially be part of one of the largest events 
ever to come to this part of the coast. Those values 
are: excellence, friendship, respect, determination, 
inspiration, courage and equality. 

In order for schools to know about the link be¬ 
tween these values and the Jurassic Coast, the team 
is offering free teacher training sessions to all 
schools in Dorset and East Devon until May 2012. 

Teachers will also be given a free pack to help 
them get started, a list of all the opportunities avail¬ 
able to them over the next couple of terms and a 
teacher's guide to everything they need to know to 
undertake this project. The Jurassic Coast Team has 
trained teachers from 55 schools so far, with spring 
term availabilities filling up quickly! 

Anyone who would like to book a free training ses¬ 
sion should contact bjc@jurassiccoast.org or visit 
the website www.jurassiccoast.org/bjc for more in¬ 
formation. There are some fantastic opportunities 
open to schools for children and young people to 
get involved with over the next seven months, such 
as the Jurassic Coastin'Van, Sport Relief Day, UN¬ 
ESCO World Heritage Day, the Fossil Festival and the 
Making Sense of Our Sites conference competition. 

Turn to page 8 + 
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Jurassic Coastin'Van 


FROM page 7 

T HE Jurassic 

Coast Team is 
happy to be de¬ 
livering the Big Jurassic 


Classroom project in 
partnership with the Na¬ 
tional Trust. 

Along with other ben¬ 
efits this means they 
can hire out their Juras¬ 


sic Coastin’ campervan 
to primary schools. You 
may have seen the van 
out and about at various 
places along the coast, 
or even had a cup of tea 


with Ben Dames who 
runs it. 

The National Trust 
owns one third of the 
land that makes up the 
Jurassic Coast including 
areas such as Studland 
Beach, Burton Brad- 
stock, Branscombe and 
Orcombe Point and, 
since July 2010, Ben 
has travelled 6,000 
miles, visited 50 differ¬ 
ent locations and even 
taken the van to a dog 
show. He talks to people 
about the World Her¬ 
itage Site and the work 
of the National Trust, 
and he’s also famous for 
his Twitter feeds! (twit¬ 
ter.com/Jurassic- 
Coastin). 

However, until July 
2012, the van can be ex¬ 
clusively booked by 
Dorset and East Devon 
primary schools to 
come and deliver a day 
of Jurassic Coast-related 
activities. These include 
the fossil dig box, mak¬ 
ing your own Plaster of 
Paris fossils, handling 
real fossils, mapping the 



www''i^wfromonline.co.uk 



• JUST coastin'along -the Jurassic Coastin'van 


Jurassic Coast, explor¬ 
ing the life cycle of fos¬ 
sils, writing a Jurassic 
Coast-inspired poem or 
making a big ammonite 
hand print to put on dis¬ 
play in your school. 

The van can be hired 


out Monday - Friday 
and comes with four 
team members to run 
the activities with the 
children. The cost for a 
day is £250, guarantee¬ 
ing a fun fuelled, excit¬ 
ing time! 


If your school is interested in 
booking the van, please download 
the information pack from the 
website www.jurassiccoast.org/bjc 
or email Katie on 
bjc@jurassiccoast.org 


Celebratory Days 
T 


Sainsburys ' 

>P#RT 


1HERE are a number of celebratory days for 
schools, children and young people all over 
Dorset and East Devon to get involved with 
over the next two terms. 

♦ Sport Relief 2012,23rd March 

THIS year The Jurassic Coast team has linked up 
with Sport Relief to provide an opportunity for 
schools to ‘Run the Sainsbury’s Sport 
Relief Mile with Jurassic Style’ on 
Friday 23rd March. This is a 
fantastic way to bring together 
sport and the World Heritage 
Site in a celebration to feel 
good through sport and 
global citizenship. 

Children can get spon¬ 
sored and dress up for their 
run as their favourite di¬ 
nosaur or marine reptile, or 
even split the mile into a relay 
to represent the three different 
environments represented in the 
rocks along the coast. There are lots 
of fun ways to explore this link between 
sport and the Jurassic Coast and anyone interested 
in participating can order the free schools fundrais¬ 
ing resource pack at www.sportrelief.com/schools. 

♦ UNESCO World Heritage Day, 

18th April 

WE are encouraging children to explore World Her¬ 
itage in the UK and abroad. Perhaps groups of chil¬ 
dren could choose to spend a day representing one 
of the countries taking part in the Games and ex¬ 
plore its heritage, 
culture and food. 

There are lots of 
other ideas in the 
teacher’s guide 
which we give out 
to schools at the 
training sessions. 


RELIEF 

MILF 




♦ Fossil Festival, 3rd - 6th May, 
Lyme Regis and Charmouth 

THE big fossil weekend takes place on 4th - 6th 
May 2012 in Lyme Regis with the theme of ‘Dis¬ 
covering Earth’. This year will see the first second¬ 
ary schools’ day held at the Thomas Hardye School 
on Thursday 3rd May, when students will have the 
opportunity to explore different aspects of sci¬ 
ence, thanks to the Natural History Mu¬ 
seum. The primary school day will 
take place on Friday 4th May in 
Lyme Regis. If you’re a teacher, 
please look out for the invitations 
to join these events sent out in 
December 2011 to all schools. 

This year the festival will 
bring you both the ancient and 
the modern. Marine fossils will 
bump into seafood, along with 
many other Lyme Bay inhabitants 
that you really wouldn’t want to 
eat. For more information and a de¬ 
tailed programme of events, go to 
www.earthfestival2012.org. 

The Festival is recognised as an exemplar in en¬ 
gaging the public in science, and was recently 
awarded UNESCO patronage. 

♦ Torch Relay, 

12th-13th July 

ALTERNATIVELY schools 
could celebrate the Torch Relay 
coming through your local area 
by making Big Jurassic Class¬ 
room-inspired banners, flags 
and torches to cheer on the run¬ 
ners. The torch will be coming 
through Dorset on the 12th July 
(Salisbury -Shaftesbury - Bland- 
ford -Dorchester - Bridport -Lyme Regis - Wey¬ 
mouth) and 13th July (Portland - Weymouth - Wool 
- Swanage - Wareham - Poole -Bournemouth). 





• LYME REGIS Fossil Festival 

♦ Making Sense of Our World 
Heritage Site - Competition 
for 13-17 year olds 

THIS is a project that was set up in 2009 to enable 
young people who are at schools in the UK which 
are close to one of the 28 
World Heritage Sites have 
more involvement with their 
Site. There have been two 
big conferences as part of 
this project. The first was 
held in Lyme Regis in 2009, 
the second was in New La¬ 
nark (2010), and the third 
will take place in Greenwich, 
London on the 27-29th 
July 2012. 

There ar efive places available for a group of stu¬ 
dents from a secondary school in Dorset or East 
Devon to represent their school and the Jurassic 
Coast at this Greenwich conference. 



It will be an all-expenses paid three-day trip to 
London, offering a unique opportunity to celebrate 
World Heritage and the 2012 Games taking place 
this summer with others from around the UK. 

To win a place at this conference, students will 
need to submit a digital scrapbook containing ma¬ 
terial about the Jurassic Coast based on the question 
*Who are we and what does our World Heritage 
Site mean to us?’ For full details, visit the website 
www.jurassiccoast.org/makingsense 
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Jurassic Coast 
Studies Centre 


T HE Jurassic Coast Studies 
Centre is a joint venture 
between the Lyme Regis 
Development Trust (LRDT), the 
Natural History Museum 
(NHM), the Field Studies Coun¬ 
cil (FSC) and the Jurassic Coast 
World Heritage Team. 

The project aims to establish a 
national centre for excellence in 
Earth and Natural Sciences on 
the Jurassic Coast. 

LRDT is a charity which was 
established in 1998 to provide 
social, economic and environ¬ 
mental benefits to all people in 
the town and surrounding areas 
of East Devon and West Dorset. 
Marcus Dixon, Chief Executive 
of the LRDT takes up the story. 

“When UNESCO designated 
the Jurassic Coast a World Her¬ 
itage Site in 2001 there was ref¬ 
erence in the charter for a Field 
Studies Centre for the interpreta¬ 
tion and understanding of the 
coast. With the area between 
Lyme Regis and Charmouth hav¬ 
ing played a pivotal role in the 
birth of the Earth Sciences and 
the story of the Jurassic Coast, 
and with the stretch of beach be¬ 
tween the towns being a natural 
outdoor classroom and magnet 
for so many earth scientists, 
Lyme seemed an ideal base for 
such a centre. 

“We had the idea that, in the 
same way that St Ives has linked 


International ' 
world-class 
residential 
science 
centre 
planned 

with The Tate Gallery for art, so 
Lyme Regis could link with the 
Natural History Museum for sci¬ 
ence. They were very keen on the 
idea, and for the last five years 
have worked with us on the an¬ 
nual Fossil Festival; an event 
which attracts more than 14,000 
people over a weekend in May. 

“The Natural History Museum, 
apart from its public side, is a 
higher education and research es¬ 
tablishment as well, with around 
300 scientists at the peak of their 
fields, and they are looking for a 
way to make their scientists 
available to engage with people 
of all ages and backgrounds. 
They wanted to work with the 
Field Studies Council, who 
would add the proposed centre to 
the 17 centres they already run 
around the country. 

“The Fossil Festivals have es¬ 
tablished the educational concept 


and have built up great relation¬ 
ships with world-class scientists, 
schools and universities, so the 
next step is to establish a residen¬ 
tial studies centre which will 
become an internationally signif¬ 
icant education destination. 

Rob Lucas, Chief Executive of 
the Field Studies Council, said of 
the potential Jurassic Coast Field 
Studies Centre: “Of all the study 
centre opportunities that have 
come my way, the Jurassic Coast 
centre is the most exciting, and 
the most compelling.” 

The LRDT ran a pilot project in 
2010, which was very successful 
and had about 150 attendees. A 
number of other key organisa¬ 
tions including Natural England, 
UNESCO, science institutes, 
companies and universities have 
expressed their support for such 
a facility, which would provide 
the essential piece of missing in¬ 
frastructure to support education 
along the World Heritage Site. 

The project has now been of¬ 
fered a five acre site to the west 
of the town on which to build the 
centre and they are working with 
patrons including Lord Browne 
(former head of BP) and Profes¬ 
sor Iain Stewart (geoscientist and 
TV presenter) to find sources of 
investment in what are clearly 
difficult times, but hope to be 
able to open the centre within 
about three years. 
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'Simply Superb Seafood’ 


Renowned for serving the finest locally-caught seafood ft produce from the surrounding countryside 

Meal 6 vegetarian options always available too!! 


Open from mid February 
until late November 

Lunch daily (except Monday) 

12 noon until 2.30 pm 

Special value lunches served 
Tuesday to Friday 

Dinner, Tuesday - Saturday 
6.30 to 9.00 pm 

Some evening variation Feb/Mar 
and Oct/Nov - phone for details 

Open all weekend on Bank Holidays 
(not Christmas) 


"Whof a find!... An extensive. 
Interesting and varied menu. Not 
only was the fish superb (and our 
meat eater had a great steak), and 
the portions good, but the desserts 
were excellent...” 
www.viamicheline.co.uk 

What a wonderful Restaurant Well 
Prepared and thoughtful Menu With 
Quality Produce, Cooked with skill 
and passion. Love it' 

Tnp Advisor February 2012 


Follow us on tun RiversideWB 



The Riverside Restaurant, West Bay, Bridport, DT6 4EZ 


Visit www.thefishrestaurant-westbay.co.uk for menu choices 


Call 01308 422011 to book or find out more 
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ARTS AND EVENTS 


f 



CREATIVE COAST FORUM 

Working to make the Jurassic Coast WHS 
the most creative coast in the world 


O VER the last three years, 26 projects have been developed involving 
131 artists, 2,745 participants and audiences totalling nearly 70,000, to 
connect people’s imaginations with the stories of 185 million years of the 
Jurassic Coast. 

The Creative Coast Forum is a network that engages scientists, artists, educators, 
local businesses, public bodies and arts organisations to encourage, support and deliver the 
Jurassic Coast’s creative programmes. Forum partners are currently working on a number of am¬ 
bitious projects, some of which are described below, which will bring the Jurassic Coast alive during the summer. 
The Forum is part of the wider partnership which manages the World Heritage Site. 

Sian Ede (author of Art & Science and initiator of the Gulbenkian Galapagos Artists’ Residency) commented 
recently: “This Creative Coast initiative is a ground-breaking project, given its aim of revealing to the public the 
astonishing geology and vast time-frames that form the basis for the entire history and culture of the Jurassic Coast. 
It is ground-breaking in its involvement of artists working directly with scientists to envisage fresh views of the 
world. The project is unique because it delivers the first robust arts strategy to be created by a natural World Heritage 
Site, one that will be bound to set an example in other parts of the world.” 


185 million years 
worth of stories, to be 
uncovered and explored 


Turn to page 16 


by Jill Newton 


T HIS summer, the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site and the Lyme Regis Development Trust will be staging 
the world’s biggest ‘rock’ festival. The Jurassic Coast Earth Festival 2012 will run for 18 weeks, span 95 
miles of Jurassic Coast and aims to connect with over one million people. Writers, painters, sculptors, mu¬ 
sicians, choreographers have all been inspired for hundreds of years by the Jurassic Coast. 

Now, in 2012, England’s only natural World Heritage Site (WHS) is celebrating the 10 years since its UNESCO 
designation with a creative programme that builds on this tradition with a panorama of inspired, dramatic, beautiful 
and thought-provoking works of art designed to make you think differently about what a World Heritage Site is. 

Earth Sciences and art are at the heart of hundreds of creative pieces currently in development in communities up 
and down the coast and these two, seemingly polarised subjects, will merge to be celebrated between the 3 rd May 
and 9 th September. 

The Jurassic Coast Earth Festival , Exploratory Laboratory , Desert Crossings, Coastal Voices and Battle for 
the Winds will use music, dance, song, visual arts, new technology and outdoor events as vehicles to demonstrate 
the power of fusing science and art. The producers of these projects, together with some of the other arts organisa¬ 
tions in the region, form the Creative Coast Forum. 
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JURASSIC COAST EARTH FESTIVAL 2012 


T he main feature of the summer’s programme will spend a few days on Marine Parade in Lyme 
is the Earth Festival, uniting artists, scientists Regis in early May. It is a fantastic, inspirational col¬ 

and educators to inform and entertain those laboration, designed by Richard Hartnell and involv- 
living on and visiting the Jurassic Coast in this ing students from Woodroffe School in Lyme Regis 
Olympic year. and Weymouth College. The simulator will take 12 

Candida Blaker, Earth Festival’s co-ordinator, is passengers at a time on a 15 minute ‘flight’ through 


bringing together 
a wide variety of 
events that start 
with the Fossil 
Festival in Lyme 
Regis and Char- 
mouth on 4 th 
May (see page 8). 

Alongside that 
will be Project 
Pliosaur, (work¬ 
shops and street 
performances 
with the giant 
puppet modelled 
on the 35ft 
pliosaur, the re¬ 
mains of which 
were found near 

Weymouth re- • HERBIE Treehead performing at Lyme Regis Fossil Festival 



exploring the 


years of history 
recorded on the 
coast, above 
ground and 
below the seas. 
From Lyme it 
will move to 
Weymouth, 
where it will 
fascinate and 
inspire ‘passen¬ 
gers’during the 
weeks of the 
Sailing Events 
of the Olympic 
Games. 

The 26 and 27 


cently) and Cel- Bones project 

ebration of Time performances at the Marine takes as its inspiration the fact that our hands (27 
Theatre featuring singer-songwriter Robyn Hitch- bones) and feet (26 bones) are the primary points of 
cock and performance poet John Hegley. contact with the world. Working along the Jurassic 
The Battle for the Winds performances (see op- Coast’s seaboard, the artists will find and meet peo- 
posite), which will run along the coast and through- pie who specifically use their hands and/or feet to 

out the south west during the summer, will also set work, navigate or investigate the Dorset coast and 

off from Lyme Regis during the Fossil Festival: with its associated landscapes and ecologies. Some of the 

the first appearance of their evil Doldrum character people who might be contributing include a black- 
emerging from the rocks on the afternoon of Sunday, smith, hedge-layer and charcoal maker, a herbalist, 
6 th May. a coastguard, an archeologist, embroiderers and a 

Another exciting part of the festival will be On- dowser, 
board. This Jurassic Coast time and flight simulator The Mass Extinction Memorial Observatory 

(MEMO), supported by 
Tim Smit, founder of the 
Eden Project, will stage a 
stone carving festival of 
extinct species in Port¬ 
land, Beer and Purbeck, 
as part of their UN-sup- 
ported Project. 

The Jurassic Journey, 
comprising the work of 
wildlife photographer Ben 
Osborne together with 
poet Matt Harvey, musi¬ 
cian Sammy Hurden and 
visual artist Lai Hitchcock 
-will exhibit at the launch 
of the Earth Festival. 
Candida explained: 
“The alchemy of encour¬ 
aging artists to work with 
scientists and educators is 
what is behind the Earth 
Festival. Bom out of our 
annual Fossil Festival, 
which the Smith Institute 
I ONBOARD Jurassic Coast time and flight simulator j ias re f erre( j t0 a$ i an ex . 



emplar of the public understanding of science,’ we 
want, through a process of entertaining and stimu¬ 
lating curiosity, to open people’s minds not only to 
what is offered them along the WHS this summer, 
but to want to continue to explore their environ¬ 
ments in the future. 

“We would also like to encourage thinking about 
the effects our existence has on the planet. To that 
end, we are asking all the organisations contributing 
to the festival to consider their ‘green’ commitments 
and to put on their events with consideration to their 
environmental impacts. 

“We are delighted that the Earth Festival has be¬ 
come a major part of Maritime Mix: London 2012 
Cultural Olympiad by the Sea. It is wonderful to be 
able to engage so many local communities in this 
event, and to bring in people from the Natural His¬ 
tory Museum and Natural England. 

“While the Earth Festival in 2012 is a one-off, 
what we are setting down is a framework, a legacy 
and a network of people who will carry on these 
projects in, perhaps, smaller and more local ways, 
into the future.” 

Led by the Lyme Regis Development Trust, the 
Earth Festival has UNESCO patronage, and is part 
of RELAYS, the Legacy Trust UK project for the 
southwest, and supported by the Jurassic Coast 
World Heritage Site Team and Trust. 



EARTH FESTIVAL EVENTS WILL INCLUDE: 
MAY 

Lyme Regis Fossil Festival 
Onboard, Lyme Regis 
MEMO stone carving project, Lyme Regis 
Pliosaur 

Quest/Battle for the Winds 
Jurassic Journey 

Celebration of Time (Robin Hitchcock 
& John Hegley) 

Collaborative Curiosity 
Durlston Earth Festival 
Coastal Voices (B Sharp) 

Rock Around the Coast 
26 & 27 Bones 

JUNE 

Rock Around the Coast (5 dates/venues) 
Natural Seaton Festival 

JULY 

Rock Around the Coast (4 dates/venues) 
MEMO stone carving project, Portland, 
Bower's Quarry, Beer Quarry Caves & Purbeck 
Onboard, Weymouth 
Natural History Museum & Jurassic 
Coast Exhibition, Weymouth 

AUGUST 

Jurassic Coast Activity Days, Westbay 
Nowhere Island, Exmouth 
Exmouth Earth Festival and Pliosaur 
Rock Around the Coast (4 dates/venues) 
Sidmouth Earth Festival 
Lulworth Heritage Centre Big Event 

SEPTEMBER 

Lyme Regis Arts Festival 

Dates and details will be updated over the 
next few weeks and can be found at 
www.earthfestival2102.org/events 



♦MASS Extinction Memorial Project(MEMO) 
Portland 


Exploratory Laboratory - a compelling link between act and science 


E XPLORATORY Laboratory is a project that 
has commissioned five artists to work with 
earth scientists and use their creative talents 
to investigate the Earth Science and coastal 
processes of the World Heritage Site. Their work 
will be on permanent display at visitor and exhi¬ 
bition centres, and there will also be temporary 
open-air installations along the coast during the 
Olympic Games. 

Of the 200 applications to win a commission, 
the five winning artists are Simon Callery, Mat 
Chivers, Zachary Eastwood-Bloom, Simon Ryder 
and London-based collective, Proboscis. 

At the heart of the project is collaboration be¬ 
tween earth scientists and artists to explore the 


unique geology of the coast and arrive at new 
ways of seeing and understanding it. The project 
will inspire artists and scientists alike and engage 


The project began in 2010 with a fascinating 
free exhibition at the Bridport Arts Centre, which 
revealed the methods and technology being 
used to monitor and manage the Jurassic Coast, 
alongside works by artists who use scientific data 
in the development of their art. Demonstrations, 
talks and hands-on workshops offered opportu¬ 
nities to find out more, and a symposium brought 
together artists and earth scientists which kick- 
started conversations between them. 


Exploratory Laboratory is organised by Big Pic¬ 
ture, a collaboration of visual arts organisations 
and professionals in Dorset (Artsreach, Bridport 
Arts Centre, Dorset Visual Arts, PVA MediaLab, 
Sherborne House Arts, Sherborne School and 
Walford Mill Crafts) working with Dorset County 
Council, Dorset Design and Heritage Forum and 
the Jurassic Coast Arts Programme. 
Theirobjective is to sustain and develop vibrant 
visual arts in the county. Exploratory Laboratory 
uses the unique opportunity for artists and arts 
organisations to engage with the management 
of a natural World Heritage Site, to launch the 
wider Big Picture project. 


For the latest event dates, please check 
the website (www.jurassiccoast.orgl 
and dick on Events 

CREATIVE COAST: www.jurassiccoast.org/creativecoast 
EARTH FESTIVAL: www.earthfestival2012.org 
FOSSIL FESTIVAL: www.fossilfestival.com 
EXPLORATORY LABORATORY: www.bigpic.org.uk 
COASTAL VOICES: www.coastalvoices.co.uk 
DESERT CROSSINGS: 

www.stateofemergencyltd.com/productions 
BATTLE FORTHE WINDS: www.battleforthewinds.com 




P 


■ERFORMED last year at the 
Fossil Festival in Lyme Regis 
to huge acclaim, Gregory 


formance, Desert Crossings: a dance 
piece that links the Jurassic Coast 
with The Skeleton Coast in Namibia. 
The Triassic part of the World Her¬ 
itage Site was formed in very similar 
conditions to those found today in 
Namibia. Over 250 million years ago 
as these red rocks were forming, this 
part of our coast was part of Pangaea, 
the huge super-continent from which 
our modem continent was formed, 
and very close to the equator, Condi¬ 
tions were arid with great rivers flow- 


This cross-cultural performance 
combines the work of the black dance 
group, State of Emergency Ltd, and 
South African choreographer Gre¬ 
gory Maqoma of the Vuyani Dance 
Theatre. 

The five dancers in the company, 
performing to a thrilling original 
score by Steve Marshall, express a 
theme of transition - enacting age 
old themes which link life with the 
movements of the land: migration, 
displacement, ritual and celebration. 
Dance critic Judith Mackrell de¬ 
scribes the work as Maqoma “pitch¬ 
ing his choreographic imagination on 


Mr Maqoma himself explained: 
“The choreography resonates with 
ancient traditions, belief systems and 
mythologies emanating from 
mosques, churches and ancient caves 
from the origins of mankind to Tim- 


Marine theatre, opening up vistas of 
our < 


very like the Kalahari does today. 
The remains of the rivers can be seen 
in the pebble beds that form the cliffs 
at Budleigh Salterton. 


The dancers convulse and trans¬ 
form, expressing millennia of evolu¬ 
tion and a myriad of creatures 
littering hostile landscapes. 


The memory of time is broken by in¬ 
dividual outbursts and muscular 
vocabulary which turns human flesh 
into tumbleweeds or fossils of pri¬ 
mordial memory, creating a journey 
across vast deserts, seas and moun¬ 
tain scenery. 

“Desert Crossings is a landscape 
where the physical and the metaphys¬ 
ical, the corporeal and the spiritual, 
the celestial and terrestrial all merge.” 
This exhilarating, not-to-be-missed 
event will take place during June. De¬ 
tails are still being finalised and will 
soonbe published on the website 
www.jurassiccoast.org. 


CoastalVoices 1500peoplesingingmusicoftheJiirassicCoast 


C OASTAL Voices is an umbrella project linking the 
arts and Earth Sciences through the concept of the 
voice. Four pieces of music have been commis¬ 
sioned by the Lighthouse, Poole, inspired by the Jurassic 
Coast. The call went out last summer for volunteers to 
perform the pieces during the Olympics, and over 1,500 


The Coast has not only inspired the project but has also 
enabled local communities to work with international 
artists. Involved in the team are: 

Marc Yeats, the contemporary composer 
who has written ‘Sturzstrom: A Landslide 
Event for Voices’ in response to the current 
movements and epic stories of Jurassic 
Coastline. Rehearsals take place in Exeter, 
with a performance and recording scheduled 
in Beer Quarry Caves in the spring. • Marc Yeats 


John Surman, the in¬ 
novative jazz musician 
who presents ‘Songs 
for a Coastal Wind’ 
which starts with the At 
stories of the Jurassic iJohn Surman 
Coast, sets a Thomas Hardy Poem - Great Things - to 
music, and celebrates the wind and Rio de Janeiro where 
the next Olympic Games will be taking place. Rehearsals 


work with young people last year has in- 

I spired a song cycle for Lyme 
Regis youth music group B 
Sharp, based on life stories of 
certain Lyme Regis residents, „ 
written by John K Miles, lBi yBra " 
composer, saxophonist and flautist. 

•JohnK 

Miles West Dorset. 


[1 

$ 

c 


end, musician, author and screenwriter 
Nick Cave. Rehearsals are taking place 
in Poole. 

The project hopes to encourage and • Sonia Slany 
stimulate coastal communities in the south west to con¬ 
nect with their location, to examine and express in music 
and song the unique relationship with geology and the 
forces that shape our environment. The commissioned 
works will be performed by members of the local com¬ 
munities at the opening ceremonies of the Olympic sailing 
events in Weymouth, and a small group singing the Sonia 
Slaney pieces will feature on the Oceania stage in the 
River of Music festival in London. 

The project is led by Lighthouse, Poole on behalf of a 
group of stakeholders who have been involved in its de¬ 
velopment for several years. 


T HESE projects are just some of the work that has been developing here in our 
talented communities. Daisy Sutcliffe, Coordinator of the Jurassic Coast Arts 
Programme said: “We are the first natural World Heritage Site to attempt to 
include the creative sector in the management of the Site and we are aiming to be a 
place where collaborations between artists and scientists can take place on a scien¬ 
tific Site. 

“Through these projects and others that we have developed over the last four years 
there is a really fantastic body of work to show off to the rest of the world. We are 
very grateful for the support of our main funder, Arts Council England, who have 
seen the potential for the creative communities of the south west to lead the way in 
this field.” 


Battle for the Winds 


T HE Battle for the Winds project involves performance artists from 
across the south-west (Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Somerset, Wiltshire, 
Gloucestershire), starting in May in Lyme Regis, travelling round the 
south-west and culminating with a climactic performance over three days in 
Weymouth and Portland as part of the opening ceremony of Olympic and 
Paralympic sailing events between 26-28 July. 

Will the heroic Wind Gatherers succeed in their battle to unshackle the cre¬ 
ative breezes and release the winds in time for the Olympic sailors to harness 
them? 

The performers from the Jurassic Coast are Forkbeard Fantasy in Devon, and 
Niki McCretton in Dorset. Forkbeard Fantasy are The Devon Wind Gatherers. 
They are leading a group of local artists that include Mike Patison (chief ma¬ 
chine engineer), Jane Jobling (sculptor), and carnival costume maker, Sarah 
Butterworth and form a band of visual and performing artists, animators, de¬ 
signers and film-makers who first came together back in 1974 and who start 
to build their machine with chief wind vessel engineer Mike Patison soon. 
Niki McCretton hascreated her StrongboxofWinds, Dorset'sfantasticwind 
gathering machine. It will be ruled by Niki as the Wind Master who will look 
continually windswept and be very vocal, gathering winds using wonderful 
words, obsessed with puffs and gusts, fans and blowing, spouting the poetry 
of the winds and skies in an eccentric manner. 

She can issue kazoos to the onlookers and conduct tiny symphonies punc¬ 
tuated by hooters and trumpeting sounds that he can trigger.The Strongbox 
will carry a big, bulging, giggling, wriggling bag of wind with a net to contain 
it and lots of places to tie on other objects. It is huge, inflatable and has wind¬ 
measuring gadgets on it 
that spin, even if there is 
no wind, The Wind Mas¬ 
ter plays games with his 
audience to get the wind 
measurers donate 
enough wind to make his 
gadgets whirr. He will 
visit otherareas in Dorset 
including Bournemouth 
and Poole before it 
reaches Weymouth and 
Portland and there will 
be a programme of 
schools' workshops in 
which students can make 
wind-catching ma¬ 
chines/artefacts to help 
the Wind Master on his 
quest. 

The BattlefortheWinds 
tells the epic tale of Aeo¬ 
lus, Father of the Winds, 
who calls the Seven 
Winds of the southwest 
to Weymouth & Portland 

to ensure good sailing and windsurfing events. On 
Thursday 26 th all the wind-keepers from the south- iOptUlll 
west will gather to parade through the streets before the winds' 
the wind releasing ceremony begins. However Dol- nprfQrmnnrpc 
drum sweeps in and steals the winds as well as carry- 'A, , 

ing off Zephyrus's daughter. Dying, Aeolus bequeaths WiOUgnoul 
his last breath to a chosen successor who inspires the the SOUth west 
crowd to a daring rescue. On Friday 27 th , Doldrum is 
found and flushed out from his lair on top of Portland and on Saturday 28 th 
the hero gathers the crowd on Weymouth beach, culminating in a spectacular 
show involving thousands of participants carrying torches into the sea, music 
gig boats from Cornwall and pyrotechnics from Bridgewater's 'Squibbers'. As 
Zephyrus's daughter is rescued and Doldrum defeated, a triumphal proces¬ 
sion releases the winds back to the sea. 



























2,000 years of history brought vividly to life 



Conducted 
Underground Tours 

OUR guides will take you on an hour 
long tour through the awe-inspiring 
caves with their mighty halls of 
vaulted roofs and pillars of Beer Stone 
which have been likened to a vast 
underground cathedral. 

This vast man-made complex of 
underground caverns was created by 
centuries of quarrying the famous 
Beer Stone. 


The underground quarry, first worked 
by the Romans, supplied stone for 24 
cathedrals including Exeter and 
St. Paul's, parts of Westminster Abbey, 
the Tower of London, Hampton Court 
and Windsor Castle. 


Quarried by hand, a small block 
weighing 4 tons, the stone was carted 
on horse-drawn wagons and by 
barges from Beer beach to its 
destination, sometimes involving 
journeys of several hundreds of miles 


CAVES 


BEER 


See for yourself the methods used to quarry and deliver the huge 


History 


blocks of stone, the working conditions, the hardships endured and 
the dangers faced daily by the work-force and you may never again 


THE caves have a long and interesting history which 
not only includes quarrying, but also as a refuge and 


see a famous building with the same eyes. 


place of worship for Catholics during times of 


persecution, a hiding place for contraband in the days 


*This is a moving and inspirational place . A must see destination and 
congratulations on the best guided tour I have ever had . 9 


when Beer was home to the infamous smuggler Jack 
Rattenbury; legend and human interest stories abound. 


Sir Tim Smit, Eden Project, Bodelva, Cornwall 


The quarry was worked from Roman times until the 
beginning of the 20th century and the entire complex 



Quarry Lane, Beer, Devon EX12 3AT 
Tel 01297 680282 
www.beerquarrycaves.co.uk 
Email john@beerquarrycaves.co.uk 


Open daily 2nd April to 31st October 


is a vast memorial to those from the village, some as 
young as eight-years-old, who worked here over the 
centuries in flickering candlelight, providing the stone 
we see today in some of the oldest and most beautiful 
buildings in England. 








Set menu available October to April £17 for 2 courses and £21 for 3 


OPEN ALL DAY EVERY DAY FROM APRIL 


Cobb Road, Lyme Regis, 

Dorset DT7 3JP 

T: 01297 446910 

W: hixoysterandfishhouse.co.uk 




TS 


OYSTER 

& FISH 
HOUSE 


SAMPLE A LA CARTE MENU 


START 


Three Scrumpy-fried oysters 7.75 
with dittander mayonnaise 


Lyme Bay fish soup, fully garnished 6.75 

Bigbury Bay squid croquettes 6.95 
with a watercress and caper mayonnaise 

Somerset cider-cured sardines 7.25 
with Kingston Black sauce 

MAINS 

Fish House pie 14.75 
with a lettuce heart and wild herb salad 

Webster’s fish fingers 14.95 
with chips and mushy peas 

Fillets of Newlyn red gurnard 19.25 
with River Exe mussels and sea purslane 

Monkfish cheek and pumpkin curry 18.50 

DESSERTS 

Sea buckthorn cheesecake 6.75 

Dorset apple pie with custard 6.75 

Somerset cherry truffles 4 for 4.00 

Shot of Hix fix jelly 3.00 

Vegetarian options and 
childrens menu available 


TEA AND CRUMPETS 
WITH... 


Jam and clotted cream 4.50 


Potted smoked salmon 5.50 
‘Hix cure 1 with pickled cucumber 


Herring milts and capers 5.50 
Amedei chocolate mousse 5.25 
Tea and tea cakes 4.50 


Crumpets and tea available 
10am-l 1.30am and 3pm-5pm 


MARK HIX'S KITCHEN TABLE DEMONSTRATIONS 


Join Mark at his Charmouth home for an intimate cooking experience. 
Each month Mark hosts an open cooking class where he 
demonstrates and cooks a stunning array of dishes based on 
the best of the season's ingredients. 

Mark cooks four dishes, each served as part of a 
four-course lunch with wines to match. 


Visit the website for details of dates, price and availability 






















Coastline, W8tct> out for 

• Fossil Festival 

• Onboard: Jurassic Airlines - fy#ig with dinosaurs 

• Travelling Plosaur Cinema - 35f1 long animated pltoeaur 

• A Celebration of Time with Robyn Hitchcock and John Hegiey 

• 26 and 7 Borves exhibition 

• MEMO - the mass extinction memorial observatory* 

• Haven s Big Green Weekend 

• M ni eartn festivals in Durtslon, Exmouth and LiJwodh 

• Red Rocks Jamboree in Sdmouth 

• Natural Seaton and the Axe Estuary Wetlands 

• Rock Around the Coast - guided walks along 95 miles 
of World Heritage Site difftops 

• Jurassic Journey exhibition of photography, rogery, 
music, poetry and sculpture 

With the eyes of the world on the maritime events of the London 
2012 Games m Weymouth and Portland, the Jurassic Coast 
provides a stunning setting for a festival which will encourage 
people to appreciate, understand and care for our natural heritage, 
today and tomorrow 

To find out more about these and other events 
go to: www.earthfestival2012.org 


JURASSICO 

* 
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JURASSIC VISITOR CENTRES 


by jin Newton Helping us to understand the World Heritage Site 


V ISITOR Centres play a vital part in telling the 
Jurassic Coast story along the Dorset and East 
Devon coast and are currently being extended, 
upgraded or built from scratch to give visitors more to 
do and a greater understanding of the World Heritage 
Site. 

Sam Rose, Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site Man¬ 
ager, is excited about the progress. He said: “There are 
some real success stories all along the coast: on a small 
scale the community in Beer have managed to create the 
new Fine Foundation Centre to replace the old ‘hut on 
the beach’. The tiny hut there was devoted to marine life 
but, with support, the passionate local group which runs 
the centre secured funding to create a fabulous, new 
chalet style centre which holds great displays about the 
Jurassic Coast, the geology, the village, the marine life 
and so on. It is run by local volunteers and it’s absolutely 
lovely. 

“There are also new small Visitor Centres in the shel¬ 
ters at Sidmouth and at Lyme Regis, and the Charmouth 
Heritage Coast Centre was extended and refurbished 
about seven years ago, helped by Heritage Lottery Fund¬ 
ing. Charmouth runs a programme of Jurassic Coast-re¬ 
lated events and walks. 

“It is a crucial centre for the Jurassic Coast and is usu¬ 
ally the first port of call for people interested in fossils. 
It is also the location of our Fossil Warden and where 
we manage the West Dorset Fossil Collecting Code of 
Conduct. There is easy parking in Charmouth (the Juras¬ 
sic Coast Bus X53 stops in the village) and it is a great 
base from which to spend a day exploring the coast, 
which explains why it is becoming a very popular site 
and visitor numbers are going up and up every year. 

“At the other end of the scale, a major development 
project has just been completed at Durlston, near Swan- 
age, and the extension and refurbishment of Chesil 
Beach Visitor Centre is due to be completed in time for 
the start of the sailing events of the London 2012 
Olympic and Paralympic Games.” 

EXMOUTH and Orcombe Point 

T HE gateway to the western end of the Jurassic 
Coast is at Orcombe Point near Exmouth, where 
the oldest rocks in the World Heritage Site are, 
and where patterns in the cliff suggest sand dunes may 
have blown across an ancient desert. 

The gateway is marked with the Geoneedle, a stunning 
five-metre high monument created from both the major 
building stones of the coast and the sequence of rocks 
deposited along the 95-mile Site. 

Work on an outdoor interpretation point for the Jurassic 
Coast gateway started at Orcombe re¬ 
cently. The £400,000 scheme will im¬ 
prove the welcome for visitors to the 
area, describing the landscape’s fea¬ 
tures and explaining the environmen¬ 
tal enhancements. 

This celebration of Exmouth's status 
as the western gateway to the World 
Heritage Site will be completed by 
late March 2012. 

One of the best ways to learn about 
and enjoy the Jurassic Coast is, of 
course, from the sea and Stuart Line 
Cruises take thousands of visitors 
™ every year from their base in Ex¬ 

mouth along the coast. 

Ian Stuart provides a hugely 
well-informed commentary from 
what are, in effect, floating class¬ 
rooms as passengers view the 
strata and folds, the landslips, 
and the 

— Budleigh pebble 
beds which bear 
witness to the Juras- 
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SIDMOUTH: 

The Arches Interpretation Centre 


J ULY 2011 saw the opening of 
a new interpretation centre at 
Sidmouth. The Arches Inter¬ 
pretation centre is located in reno¬ 
vated seafront arches and provides 
an introduction to the Jurassic 
Coast, the town of Sidmouth and 
its attractions, and the surrounding 
countryside and the South West 
Coast Path National Trail. 

The unmanned, free centre has 
been developed and is managed by 
Sidmouth Town Council with 
funding from the Keith Owen 
Fund, Devon County Council, Fine 


Family Foundation and East 
Devon AONB. 

The interpretation features large 
images and key information to 
guide the visitor to explore Sid¬ 
mouth and its environs. With a 
map of the area, walking routes, 
short films and the Jurassic Coast 
interactive flip books with secret 
peepholes, there is plenty to dis¬ 
cover and, if the weather is in¬ 
clement, you can rest your legs on 
the artist-designed seat inspired by 
the contours of the coast. 



• VISITORS enjoy The Arches Interpretation Centre 



• THE opening of the new Fine Foundation Visitor Centre at Beer 
which, due to the efforts of a local group replaced the hut 
pictured below 



BEER: The Fine Foundation Visitor Centre 


T HE picturesque fishing village 
of Beer on the East Devon 
coast nestles in a natural bay 
surrounded by high cliffs of white 
chalk. These rocks formed in shallow 
sub-tropical seas that covered East 
Devon and Dorset in the Cretaceous 
Period, over 70 million years ago. 

Most of the chalk has since been 
eroded, but at Beer a quirk of geol¬ 
ogy has preserved it. This is because 
the chalk rocks are folded and 
faulted downwards, level with the 
older rocks and thus were protected 
from the erosion that was to come 
later. They reveal to us a snapshot of 
the end of the Cretaceous Period 
about 90 million years ago. 

The Visitor Centre invites visitors to 


discover the story of the local geol¬ 
ogy from the pebbles on the beach 
to the famous Beer Stone, used not 
only for buildings all over the coun¬ 
try but even for experiments in 
space! There are also special viewing 
tanks where you can watch live sea 
creatures. 

Just behind the village of Beer 
there is a layer of chalk known as 
Beer Stone, composed of densely 
packed, minute shell fragments.This 
is a high quality masonry stone used 
in important buildings. Quarried 
from underground since Roman 
times, the workings have created 
Beer Quarry Caves, which cover an 
area equivalent to over 50 football 
pitches. Guided tours are available. 



• GREETING visitors at the opening of the new centre 


NATURAL SEATON: The Seaton Visitor Centre Trust 


S EATON is very active in high¬ 
lighting its many attractions to 
visitors, ranging from wildlife 
to geology. 

Donald Campbell, recent past 
Chairman of East Devon Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB) and a trustee of the Seaton 
Visitor Centre Trust, reports that 
East Devon District Council have 
now invited expressions of interest 
to develop the Seaton Discovery 
Centre. It is hoped that building will 
start in June, and the centre could 
open in early 2013. It will include 
an interpretation centre, cafe, 
restaurant and shop and will be lo¬ 
cated near to the tram station. 

But Natural Seaton is already a re¬ 


ality. Donald explained: “We have 
been working for many years, most 
recently with Doug Hulyer, who has 
much experience with Natural Eng¬ 
land, the Wildfowl and Wetlands 
Trust and the London Wetlands 
Centre, on developing the concept 
of Natural Seaton. 

“Seaton is situated in the middle of 
four completely different and fasci¬ 
nating areas. To the east we have the 
Undercliffs National Nature Re¬ 
serve, to the north there is the rap¬ 
idly developing Axe Wetlands 
project, looking west we have su¬ 
perb cliff environments, wonderful 
rockpools and very interesting geol¬ 
ogy at Seaton Hole and Beer, and 
out to sea we can enjoy the reefs and 


marine conservation activities of 
Lyme Bay.” 

One of Seaton’s special positions 
in geological terms is that there are 
not only the Triassic sites but super¬ 
imposed on them are some classic 
sections of Cretaceous chalk and 
greensand and, just over a mile east 
of Seaton at the Slabs, there are the 
westernmost Jurassic rocks. This 
makes it the only site on the coast 
where you can walk among rocks 
formed in all three periods of the 
Mesozoic Age: 185m years of time 
in one place. In addition there is the 
incredible geomorphology with the 
landslip along the Undercliffs. 

Natural England is helping to ad¬ 
vance the cause of Natural Seaton 


by opening up a new access into the 
Undercliffs this summer, with steps 
rising from the mouth of the Axe, 
and then a spectacular path under¬ 
neath Haven Cliff, which hasn’t 
been accessible for years. 

There will also be a Natural 
Seaton Festival this summer, on 
June 22nd and 23rd, supported by 
the Jurassic Coast team, the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty team, 
East Devon Countryside Service, 
Devon Wildlife Trust and others, 
which will put on events getting 
people out and about around Seaton. 

More information can be found on 
www.seatonvisitorcentretrust.org 

Turn to page 18 + 
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CHESIL BEACH and The Fleet Lagoon 


M ARTIN Cooke, development consult¬ 
ant for the Chesil Beach Centre proj¬ 
ect is hugely excited about the 
extensions and refurbishments he is overseeing, 
which will be completed in time for the 
Olympics in July this year. 

“The new visitor centre,” Martin explained, 
“which has cost just over £lm, will be about 
three times bigger than the old one. It will have 
an indoor cafe, a large exhibition space, which 
will help visitors interpret the landscape they 
are seeing, and a separate education space for 
school visits. The habitats and environment of 
the Fleet and Chesil are on the school curricu¬ 
lum so we have been hard pushed in the past to 
provide facilities for all the 100 or so schools 
that wanted to come each year. We will also 
have improved car and coach access and in¬ 
creased space for parking. 

“The site will be managed by Dorset Wildlife 
Trust, who work closely with the Jurassic Coast 
Team, because DWT covers not just the 
wildlife that we see today but past wildlife as 
witnessed by the fossils and geology around us. 

“A really exciting part of the scheme is the 
proposed boardwalk which will link the new 
visitor centre across to Chesil Beach, easing ac¬ 
cess to the beach for local people, visitors and 
those with disabilities at all states of the tide.” 

Simon Cripps from the Dorset Wildlife Trust 
said: "The expanded centre will provide a great 
opportunity to educate and inspire more people 
about this unique and fascinating environment. 
It is our aim to make a visit to the Chesil Beach 
Centre a 'must' for visitors, schools and local 
people.” 

The Chesil Beach and Fleet Lagoon Visitor 
Centre explores biodiversity of the internation¬ 
ally important Fleet Lagoon, and the unique ge¬ 
ology and formation of Chesil beach. There are 
telescopes to view local wildlife - the waders 
and seabirds feeding on the sand flats in front 


of the Centre, displays about the local environ¬ 
ments and live underwater pictures from the 
bed of the Fleet. 

During the nesting season there are live pic¬ 
tures from the little tern colony on Chesil 
beach. A microscope with television camera 
can be used by the visiting public to look at the 
small creatures of the Fleet; there is a touch and 
feel table with samples of various plants and 
animals from around the area and some inter¬ 
esting items washed-up on Chesil Beach, in¬ 
cluding messages in bottles, and children can 
hunt for real fossils hidden in a sand box. 

Chesil is one of the finest barrier beaches in 
the world. It is made up of pebbles and shingle 
and has stood up to the full force of the Atlantic 
for thousands of years. It protects the Fleet, 
which is the largest tidal lagoon in Britain and 
a place of international importance for its birds 
and marine wildlife. 

The beach is over 17 miles (28 km) long and 
increases in height towards the east, reaching a 
maximum of over 15m near Portland and it is 
one of the classic land-forms which was an im¬ 
portant factor in designating the Jurassic Coast 
as a World Heritage Site. The pebbles on Chesil 
Beach increase in size towards the east. At West 
Bay they are pea-sized while at Portland they 
are the size of baking potatoes. Local folklore 
claims that smugglers knew exactly where they 
had landed from the size of the pebbles on the 
beach. 

The Fleet Lagoon is a rich wildlife reserve 
that supports fresh, salt and brackish water 
species. Underwater there are extensive mead¬ 
ows of eelgrass, whilst strong currents at the 
mouth of the lagoon allow an exceptionally di¬ 
verse mix of seaweed, sponges and anemones 
to flourish. A huge population of water birds 
relies on the lagoon, including the oldest man¬ 
aged swan population in the world. 




CHARMOUTH Heritage Coast Centre 


T HE visitor centre at Charmouth is a great base 
from which to explore as the stretch between 
here and Lyme Regis is the best fossil beach 
on the Jurassic Coast. This is because rain washes 
the fossil-bearing clay out of the cliffs and onto the 
shore. 

The centre was set up in 1985 to encourage safe 
and sustainable collecting of Jurassic fossils from 
the local beaches. Since that time it has slowly ex¬ 
panded and now has three wardens plus a large 
group of hard-working volunteers. 

The latest phase of improvement was supported 
by the Fine Foundation and the Heritage Lottery 
Fund and now boasts interactive computers, 
hands-on displays, marine tanks and a video mi¬ 
croscope, all of which can help you to discover 
more about this stretch of the coastline. You will 
always find a helpful warden or volunteer who can 
help you identify your fossil finds. 

Admission to the centre is free and it also has dis¬ 
abled access. In 2010 the centre welcomed over 



93,000 people and over 5000 school children as 
part of our educational programme. 

Throughout the year the centre's experienced 
wardens run guided Fossil Hunting Walks and Rock- 
pool Rambles to show visitors the amazing plants 
and animals which live on our shores today, and 
which lived here millions of years ago. 


DURLSTON CASTLE 


T HE biggest Jurassic 
Coast visitor centre 
project so far, the £5.5m 
refurbishment of Durlston 
Castle, towards the eastern end 
of the Jurassic Coast near 
Swanage - was completed at 
the end of 2011. 

It is now open for business as 
an inspirational, world class 
facility for visitors to Durlston 
and the World Heritage Site, 
making Durlston a key gate¬ 
way site to learn about the 
Jurassic Coast. 

Ranger Katie Black explains, 
“The main goal of the project 
(begun in 2004) was to ensure 
that Durlston retains its inte¬ 
gral beauty, tranquillity and 
wildlife importance whilst en¬ 
hancing the areas in and 
around the Victorian Castle. 

“In 2008 the project was 
awarded a £3.23m grant from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund. The 
remaining money was raised 
through sponsorship, fundrais¬ 
ing and grants, and the work 
finally began. In November 
the centre was formally 
opened and it was instantly 
clear that the original vision 
had been successfully trans¬ 
lated into fabulous reality.” 


Few places in Britain equal 
Durlston’s amazing diversity 
of flora and fauna. It is an in¬ 
ternationally recognised site of 
rich wildlife, landscapes and 
geology that invites visitors to 
Took round and read nature’s 
great open book’. 

In addition, Durlston offers a 
dry, glacial river valley, an¬ 
cient Saxon field systems, two 
quarries, a Napoleonic tele¬ 
graph station and Anvil Point 
Lighthouse, all in 280 acres 
with spectacular views of the 
English Channel, Durlston 
Bay and the Isle of Wight. 

A full programme of events, 
guided walks, boat trips, talks, 
children’s events and other ac¬ 
tivities run throughout the 
year. 

In terms of its connection 
with the Jurassic Coast, its 
massive limestone cliffs, run¬ 
ning eastwards from St Aid- 
helm’s Head, sweep round into 
two bays where rocks record 
the entire Cretaceous period. 

As an internationally impor¬ 
tant site for wildlife and geol¬ 
ogy, Durlston is protected by a 
host of designations: it forms 
part of an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and the 



• THE REFURBISHMENT of Durlston Castle has created 
a new Visitor Centre 


Purbeck Heritage Coast 
(which holds a Council of Eu¬ 
rope Diploma for its manage¬ 
ment); most of the park is a 
Site of Special Scientific Inter¬ 
est and a Site of Nature Con¬ 
servation Importance. 

Since 1997 it has also been a 
Special Area of Conservation 
and is part of England’s only 
natural World Heritage Site. In 
June 2008, Durlston was 
awarded National Nature Re¬ 
serve Status by Natural Eng¬ 
land in recognition of the 
national importance of Durl¬ 
ston for wildlife. 

This long list of accolades 
and designations highlight the 


site's importance and provide a 
reminder of the great care that 
must be taken to conserve this 
wonderful facility for future 
generations. 

At any time of year, a visit to 
Durlston is a memorable expe¬ 
rience. Despite its popularity, 
there is still peace and quiet to 
enjoy the natural splendours of 
the area and, no matter how 
many times you visit, there is 
always something new to see 
and enjoy. The renovated cas¬ 
tle now also means that it is fi¬ 
nally able to fulfil its role as 
the magnificent eastern gate¬ 
way to the Jurassic Coast 
World Heritage Site. 


VISITOR CENTRES INFORMATION 

CHARMOUTH http://www.charmouth.org/chcc 
Tel: 01297 560772 

Opening times: Easter - October 28th: Daily, 10.30am - 4.30pm 
October 29th - Easter: Wednesday - Sunday, 10.30am - 4.30 pm 

CHESIL BEACH http://www.chesilbeach.org/CBVC 
Tel: 01305 760579 

Please note that while the new Visitor Centre is under construction 
there will be no facilities available, although an information point 
will be open and staffed on weekdays between 11 am - 3pm. 

The centre will be open in August. 

Please telephone before visiting until that time. 

DURLSTON http://www.durlston.co.uk/ 

Tel: 01929 424443 
Opening Times 
Daily, 10am - 4pm 

SEATON http://www.seatonvisitorcentretrust.org/index.html 
BEER 

Opening times: Daily from 2nd April to October half term, 9am-6pm 
Please note that this visitor centre is staffed by volunteers so 
opening times may change slightly and be extended in the summer 
months. 

SIDMOUTH 

Until the end of February 

Mondays 10am - 4pm, Tuesdays to Saturday 10am -1.30pm 
Sundays - closed 

Please call the Tourist Information Centre, 01395 516441, 
for summer opening hours 
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HOLIDAYS 


you’ll love our 
view on holidays 

Superb self-catering holiday 
Over 200 cottages in and 
around Lyme Regis 



• J visit our NEW website 
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lymebayholidays.co.uk 01297 443 363 
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A string of museums in East Devon and 


O VER the last few years the mu¬ 
seums along the Jurassic Coast 
and key gateway towns have 
been working in partnership to give vis¬ 
itors an understanding of the World Her¬ 
itage Site and to bring its fossil history 
and geology to life. 

‘Jurassic Life’ is a £235,000 project 
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and Dorset and Devon County Councils. 
It has acquired and displayed world-class 
fossils from the Jurassic Coast for muse¬ 
ums situated within the coastal area. 

The project has been managed by 
David Tucker, Dorset Museums Advisor 
and Richard Edmonds, Jurassic Coast 
Earth Science Manager. “The Jurassic 
Life project,” David explained, “is about 
displaying fossils from the Jurassic 
Coast, on the Jurassic Coast. In the past, 
major fossils have been removed else¬ 
where: for example, Mary and Joseph 
Anning’s Ichthyosaur is in the Natural 
History Museum in London. 

“We were thrilled to get the funding, 
because it has given us the opportunity 
to purchase magnificent local fossils and 
prepare and interpret them for both resi¬ 
dents and visitors. Competition for fund¬ 


ing was fierce and we succeeded because 
our coastal museums have a proven track 
record of working together. We were the 
only science project to be awarded the 
highest level of funding.” 

The Jurassic Coast Museums Partner¬ 
ship links museums from Exmouth to 
Swanage, and inland to Honiton, Brid- 
port and Dorchester where the Dorset 
County Museum now hosts the globally 
significant, massive Pliosaur jaw. Over 
the last six years, Richard and David 
have worked hard to raise the quality of 
the Jurassic Coast displays. 

Their first success was in 2006 when 
they worked with Purbeck District Coun¬ 
cil, to help Swanage museum, which 
faced potential closure, relocate to a 
more prominent location directly on the 
coast and improved its displays, boosting 
visitor figures from 3,000 to 50,000. 
Work has also been carried out along the 
whole coast to improve volunteer train¬ 
ing, increase museum income and care of 
collections, as well as installing interac¬ 
tive facilities and displays to enhance 
visitor understanding. 


by Jill Newton 



Dorset County Museum, Dorchester 

The World's Biggest Bite 



O N July 8 th last year, Sir 
David Attenborough for¬ 
mally unveiled the Wey¬ 
mouth Bay Pliosaur to an awe-struck 
audience. This is the head of what 
would have been the most powerful 
predator ever to live on Earth - a 
huge marine reptile, it had a bite far 
more powerful than Tyrannosaurus 
Rex and ruled the Jurassic seas. 

But the story started a few years 
ago, when a local collector started 
finding various pieces along a 
stretch of Weymouth Bay. He called 
in expert Richard Edmonds, who 
initially thought a long piece of bone 
was a fossilised dinosaur’s thigh, he 
then identified tooth sockets and 
knew straight away he was looking 
at a Pliosaur jaw bone. The fos¬ 
silised skull was remarkably com¬ 
plete and was enhanced further 
when several fragments were re¬ 
ceived from other collectors. 

“At first we thought it was just big 
and showy but of no great scientific 
or global interest,” said David 
Tucker. “We invited a few academ¬ 
ics to look at it and contacted jour¬ 
nalist Rebecca Morelle at the BBC. 

Rebecca is a scientist and saw how 
important the discovery was and the 
story went global - newspapers, television, radio 
and websites all around the world. Richard was tak¬ 
ing calls from reporters as far away as Australia and 
Canada. It’s probably the largest, most complete 
Pliosaur skull ever found.” 

The Weymouth Bay Pliosaur has been a hugely 
popular attraction for the Dorset County Museum 
and has really boosted visitor numbers. It has been 
displayed imaginatively and skilfully and when you 
see it for the first time it is spine-tinglingly fear¬ 
some. It needed specialist, hand-cut perspex mounts 
to hold the jaws at the correct angle, and is beauti¬ 
fully displayed on a plinth of Portland stone which 
itself has tiny fossil remnants in it. 

Judging from the size of the cavities that once held 


the jaw muscles it would have been power¬ 
ful enough to bite a small car in half. With 
a jaw so powerful it was able to prey on 
other thick-skinned, leathery reptiles. You 
can look into the eye sockets of this fear¬ 
some predator and get a real impression of 
what it would have looked like. It would 
have propelled itself with four huge flippers 
each over a metre long, and the museum 
has a fossilised example of one of these 
enormous limbs on display too. 

The whole creature would have been be¬ 
tween 15-18m long and would have been a 
fast swimmer. Its eye sockets are surpris¬ 
ingly large which may imply that it attacked 
from the murky depths beneath its prey. It 


did not have a large brain but as the domi¬ 
nant predator all it had to do was eat, swim 
and multiply, therefore it didn’t have to fear 
anything apart from other Pliosaurs. Ex¬ 
perts have suggested that there is evidence 
of damage to the skull, which may have 
been caused while alive by attack from an¬ 
other Pliosaur but is more likely to have oc¬ 
curred after death by some scavenger. 
The Pliosaur is the most significant fos¬ 
silised marine reptile to have been found on 
the Jurassic Coast in many years. Much to 
everyone’s surprise, it has also proved to be 
of great scientific interest, not least because 
it might be a new species. 


Fairlynch Museum 
Budleigh Salterton 

THE ancient red cliffs 
at Budleigh provide 
evidence of the desert 
conditions during the 
Triassic period, 240 
million years ago and 
the museum, staffed 
by a dedicated team 
of local volunteers, 
bears witness to its 
ancient history. 

Their display shows 
local fossils from the 
Triassic period but 
also has exhibits of the later Jurassic and Cretaceous periods to 
tell the whole story of the World Heritage Site’s 95 miles of 
coastline. 

Budleigh Salterton is famous for its pebble beds. The pebbles 
came from French mountains situated in what is now modem 
Brittany, millions of years ago. They were washed down into 
rivers before the land bridge between the continents had van¬ 
ished and can be found in a belt from Budleigh northwards. 
Later, coastal drift shifted some of them along the beaches to¬ 
wards Chesil and Portland. The other curious thing about these 
pebbles is that they are radioactive. 

Honiton Museum 

HONITON Museum’s geology display focuses on the Honiton 
Hippo, which was discovered when the bypass was constmcted 
in the early 1960s. In addition to the hippo bones and teeth, deer 
antlers and even parts of elephants were discovered in the grav¬ 
els of the ancient River Otter. These date back to the last warm 
interglacial period, about 125, 000 years ago, which makes 
them quite young in paleontological terms. 

The Jurassic Coast display sets these very local fossils into 
context with older fossils from the surrounding rocks of the 
Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site. 

Sidmouth Museum 

SIDMOUTH is the main Jurassic Coast museum in East 
Devon. Recent support from Renaissance in the Regions, a fund 
supporting museums, has enabled it to offer free entry and vis¬ 
itor numbers have soared. 

“The town is on red Triassic rock,” David Tucker explained. 
“The rocks were laid down in a desert environment and the red¬ 
ness of the rocks is a result of their iron content. In deserts life 
is rare, particularly predatory animals, but we were lucky 
enough to be able to provide them with the jaw fossil of a 
desert-living predator and we are also in the process of buying 
the fossilised skull of another Triassic desert dweller.” 

These animals lived on the banks of rivers that once flowed 
through the Triassic desert about 230 million years ago. When 
they died, the skeletons tumbled down the rivers and broke up 
with the result that only fragments and partial skeletons are oc¬ 
casionally found. Mid-Triassic reptiles are rare around the 
world, making these fossils internationally significant. 
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and Dorset tell the Jurassic story 

Lyme Regis Museum mk 



Photo courtesy of Peter Wiles 


T HIS museum is incredibly important to the 
Jurassic Coast - Lyme Regis being the home 
of paleontology, the science of extinct life. 
Mary Anning’s discoveries shook the scientific 
community into looking at different, non-biblical 
explanations of changes in the natural world. And 
whereas the Triassic rocks of Sidmouth reveal a 
sparsely populated desert, Lyme’s Jurassic dark 
clay and limestone rocks (200-185m years old) tell 
the story of a densely populated marine environ¬ 
ment, making its fossils more common, and im¬ 
mensely more varied. 

Fossils are still easy for people to find on the 
stretch between Lyme Regis and Charmouth, where 
rains wash a regular supply of clay onto the beach. 
Chris Andrew and Paddy Howe, who lead fossil 
walks from the Lyme Regis Museum, met a couple 
out for a stroll recently who had picked up a rare 
piece of Ichthyosaur jawbone with teeth intact; and 
the fossils of tiny insects (which are of great scien¬ 
tific interest) and ammonites appear frequently. 

Last summer Mary Anning’s Ichthyosaur was 
brought back to Lyme, on loan to the museum from 
the Natural History Museum in London, and it has 
recently added to its collections another partial 
Ichthyosaur and a Dapedium - a beautiful fish 
about 40cms in diameter that resembles a John 
Dory. It is so finely fossilized that you can see its 
tiny teeth and the details of its scales. Fish fossils 
are extremely rare because they were usually 
preyed on by other creatures and if they did die 


from other causes, their bodies were so soft they 
could not withstand the fossilising process. 

Along with the nearby Charmough Heritage Coast 
Centre, Lyme Regis Museum runs Fossil Walks 
throughout the year. Carole Halden, Marketing 
Manager at the museum has 156 scheduled for 2012 
but recommended: “Those intending to take one of 
these walks should check times with the museum 
beforehand because they are all dependent on the 
tides, which change from day to day.” 

Lyme Regis - 
The birthplace 
of modem 
paleontology 

Lyme Regis Museum and the Charmouth Heritage 
Centre are the best points along the coast to take 
fossil walks because of the relative density of the 
fossils in the clay slippages onto the beaches. There 
are five fossil-walk guides in Lyme Regis alone. 
Walkers do usually find at least one piece of fossil 
- the record on one walk was 15 pieces of 
Ichthyosaur backbone alone. 

The museum also runs rock-pooling walks when 
the tide is suitably low, and Mary Anning walks 
around the town that include descriptions of the so- 


• LYME Regis Museum 

cial history of the town as well as referring its ge¬ 
ological and fossil heritage. 

Adults interested in learning more about the 
palaeontology of the region can come along to any 
of the talks that run throughout the year, when local 
specialists bring along interesting exhibits and in¬ 
volve major experts in the relevant field from other 
institutions. Mary Anning Day is held each year in 
the early autumn, with talks from notable people in 
the fields of palaeontology and geology. 

The huge variety of what is on offer at the Lyme 
Regis Museum means it bridges the gap between 
academic geology studies and a family day out on 
the beach. The museum is actively involved in the 
town’s Fossil Festival (4 th -6 th May, see page 8) and 
runs many activities for children and, for families 


on holiday in the town there are special Family Fun 
Days. Currently, visitors can experience the unique 
Cabinet of Curiosities, which has been described as 
a ‘geology degree in a box’ but also takes a light¬ 
hearted approach to the town’s fossil-hunting past 
and present. 

The museum is currently working on an ambi¬ 
tious project to build an extension where it will tell 
the story of the Jurassic Coast and be able to host 
many more visitors and school trips. Plans have 
been drawn up, and later this year it will start seek¬ 
ing to raise the £4m needed to make the museum 
not only a truly exciting and significant global 
home of palaeontology but also concentrate on its 
important historical literary heritage through its 
connections with Jane Austen and John Fowles. 



Portland Museum 

PORTLAND Museum houses a nationally impor¬ 
tant collection of fossil cycads, a type of plant that 
flourished during the Jurassic Period, but the most 
recent and most exciting exhibit was the kind do¬ 
nation by the nearby company Stone Quarries of an 
incredibly rare turtle fossil. This is now the centre¬ 
piece of the museum’s geology displays, which 
have been reinterpreted and exhibited in new cases 
provided by the Dorset County Museums Advisory 
Service. One of the interesting things about the tur¬ 
tle, which is a very early example, is that it was a 


fresh-water creature that must have died and been 
washed down the river to the estuary - it was found 
in a marine environment - and covered in silt be¬ 
fore any scavengers had a chance to feed off it. 

Most of the fossils in this museum were found in 
the numerous quarries on the island where Portland 
stone was, and is still being extracted. The history 
of quarrying on Portland is something you can find 
out about at Portland Museum as well as seeing the 
other kinds of fossils that have been revealed by 
quarrymen over the years including enormous am¬ 
monites and even the remains of reptiles that swam 
in the tropical Jurassic seas. 


The Jurassic Life Museums 



Swanage Museum 
& Heritage Centre 

SWANAGE Bay slices across rocks that record al¬ 
most the entire Cretaceous period between 145 and 
65 million years ago. From the Purbeck Beds to the 
south at Peverill Point, through the Wealdon beds 
and greensand to the chalk of Old Harry’s Rocks. 

The museum has recently changed location and is 
now right on the coast, with a vastly improved 
Jurassic Coast display, a broader range of fossil ex¬ 
hibits and better facilities, it now boasts well over 
50,000 visitors a year. 


Wareham Museum 

WAREHAM Town Museum’s geology display 
makes the connection between the Wytch Farm 
oil field (Europe’s second largest onshore oilfield) 
and the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site, which 
is the same rock sequence but tilted on its side and 
exposed by the sea. 

It only has a small fossil display, but the Jurassic 
Coast Museums Partnership has been able to en¬ 
hance it with fossils sourced around Lyme Regis 
so they can tell a more complete story of the area. 



Bridport Museum 

BRIDPORT Museum has a new Jurassic Coast ex¬ 
hibition, packed full of impressive local fossils. 

Most recently it acquired a Plesiosaur that was 
discovered near Golden Cap, and there are good ex¬ 
amples of the local Brittle Starfish fossils, which 
are starfish with very fine, tendril legs. They are 
beautifully delicate and so well preserved that you 
can tell the direction the water was flowing from 
the lie of the tendrils. They also have good exam¬ 
ples of Crinoids, an extinct creature similar to coral. 

In addition, the Jurassic Life project was able to 
supply the museum with wonderful display cases 
and interpretation panels, a computer and interac¬ 
tive screen, while the support of Renaissance South 
West now enables them to offer free admission. 

This has seen their annual visitor numbers soar 
and it has become a very popular museum in this 
key Dorset town. 


Bridport Museum 

Phone: 01308 458703 

Email: office@bridportmuseum.co.uk 

Website: www.bridportmuseum.co.uk 

Budleigh Salterton - Fairlynch Museum 

Phone: 01395 442666 

Email: fairlynch@devonmuseums.net 

Website: www.devonmuseums.net 

Dorchester - Dorset County Museum 

Phone: 01305 262735 

Email: enquiries@dorsetcountymuseum.org 

Website: www.dorsetcountymuseum.org 

Honiton Museum 

Phone: 01404 44966 

Email: info@honotonmuseum.co.uk 

Website: www.honitonmuseum.org 

Lyme Regis Museum 

Phone: 01297 443370 

Email: info@lymeregismuseum.co.uk 

Website: www.lymeregismuseum.co.uk 

Portland Museum 

Phone: 01305 821804 

Email: portlandmuseum@googlemail.com 

Website: www.portlandmuseum.co.uk 

Sidmouth Museum 

Phone:01395 516139 

Email: sidmouth@devonmuseums.net 

Website: www.devonmuseums.net 

Swanage Museum and Heritage Centre 

Phone: 01929421427 
Email: 

swanagemuseum@swanagemuseum.plus.com 
Website: www.swanagemuseum.co.uk 

Wareham Town Museum 

Phone: 01929 553448 

Email: judith@wtm.org.uk 

Website: www.warehammuseum.fsnet.co.uk 
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Hotel and Award Winning Restaurant 


LYME REGIS 
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Ociouctu, Foorlk 


Be a guest of the beautiful and historic Jurassic Coast at the Mariners Hotel - 
even part of our building has millions of years of history 

The Mariners Hotel is a privately owned fourteen bedroom coaching inn built 
in the 17 th Century, and steeped in Lyme's Fossiling and Literary history. 

The Mariners is bursting with character, charm and friendly 
atmosphere and is the perfect setting 

'where everyday can be a special occasion' 

Celebrate in our AA Rosette ^ award winning restaurant or private gardens with 
panoramic sea views and heated 'Breeze House' mean you can enjoy dining 
overlooking the Jurassic Coast - all year round. 

Open Daily for Morning Coffee, Lunch, Sunday Lunch, Afternoon Tea & Evening Meals 

As a guest your car parking is free 


iJ 


Silver Street, Lyme Regis, Dorset DT7 3HS 
T: 01297 442753 F: 01297 442431 
E: ENOUIRIES@HOTELLYMEREGIS.CO.UK 
W: WWW.HOTELLYMEREGIS.CO.uk 
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JURASSIC COAST AWARD - 


by Jill Newton 


I NSPIRED and dedi- 
cated Bournemouth 
entrepreneur Tim 
Sanders was recently 
proclaimed the winner 
of the 2011 Jurassic 
Coast Award (spon¬ 
sored by the Fine Fam¬ 
ily Foundation) for his 
business, Discover 
Dorset Tours. 

Over the seven years 
the business has been 
up and running, it has 
brought over 50,000 
tourists to discover the 
wonders of the World 
Heritage Site and in 
doing so has supported 
many other local busi¬ 
nesses as well. 

The other shortlisted 
finalists were Stuart 
Line Cruises, Oakdown 
Holiday Park and Bag- 
well Farm Touring 
Park. 

Tim was thrilled with 
the accolade, which is 
the culmination of many 
years spent building up 
his business alongside 
the Jurassic Coast Team 
and which recognises 
businesses that have 
made a special contribu¬ 
tion to the Jurassic 
Coast. 

Sally King, Visitor 
Manager, said: “We 
were delighted to be 
able to present the 2011 
Jurassic Coast Award to 
Tim Sanders. 

“Discover Dorset 
helps visitors engage 
with, understand and 
explore the Jurassic 
Coast sustainably. His 
tours are led by experi¬ 
enced and knowledge¬ 
able guides and his 
visitors travel by 
minibus in small groups 
thereby helping to re¬ 
duce traffic congestion. 

“In fact,’ continued 
Sally, “Discover 

Dorset’s zebra-striped 
minibuses are a popular 
sight for local busi¬ 
nesses as well, who feel 
the benefits of regular 
trade from the tours. We 
at the Jurassic Coast 
have always been im¬ 
pressed by Tim’s enthu¬ 
siasm to help visitors 
experience the World 
Heritage Site, and by his 
ongoing efforts to re¬ 
duce the visitor impact 
on the environment and 
keep the coast special.” 

Sam Rose, Jurassic 
Coast World Heritage 
Site Manager, ex¬ 
plained: “The Quality 
Business Scheme 
(QBS), of which Dis¬ 
cover Dorset and the 
three other shortlisted 
finalists are accredited 
members, has been run 


6 We want to 
be able to 
present the 
Jurassic 
Coast to 
future 
generations 
in as good, 
or a better 
state than 
when 
it was 

designated 9 


for the last five years 
with the Dorset and 
New Forest Tourism 
Partnership, and funded 
mainly by the South 
West Regional Devel¬ 
opment Agency. 

“It’s been a really 
good business improve¬ 
ment scheme which has 
got more than 100 local 
businesses engaged 
with the World Heritage 
Site (WHS). 

“Many of those are 
very strong supporters 
of the Jurassic Coast 
now and we have been 
able to help them with 
training and publicising 
their business on our 
website while, in turn, 
they can tell their guests 
or customers all about 
the things to engage 
with along the coast.” 


The QBS has now 
come to an end, and a 
new business partner¬ 
ship scheme is being 
developed for 2012 and 
future years. 

Details of the new 
scheme will emerge 
over the next few 
months and it will be 
formally launched in 
the spring. 

To earn Jurassic Coast 
designations, busi¬ 
nesses will be asked to 
uphold the values of the 
WHS to receive a num¬ 
ber of benefits. 

“We want to be able to 
present the Jurassic 
Coast to future genera¬ 
tions in as good, or a 
better state than when it 
was designated, and to 
hold it up to everyone 
as a place of ‘outstand¬ 


ing universal value’,” 
explained Sam. 

“That is the UNESCO 
phrase which justifies 
the designation. For us, 
the outstanding univer¬ 
sal value is the 185 mil¬ 
lion years of the Earth’s 
history along an almost 
unbroken stretch of 95 
miles of coastline, and 
the record of life that’s 
found here.” 

The Jurassic Coast 
Team will be working 
very closely with the 
Jurassic Coast Trust, a 
charity that was set up 
about eight years ago to 
raise money for educa¬ 
tion and conservation 
work along the coast. All 
the money that linked 
businesses contribute 
will go directly to the 
charity to be used on 
Jurassic Coast projects. 





• TIM SANDERS receives the 2011 Jurassic Coast Award (sponsored by the Fine Family 
Foundation) for his business Discover Dorset Tours Photo: Jill Newton 


The award winner- 
Discover Dorset Tours 



A FTER being presented with his award, Tim Sanders spoke to View 
from Jurassic Coast's Jill Newton about what the award and this 
environment means to him. 


Q: HOW did your involvement with the Jurassic Coast start? 

A: I suppose I've never not been involved in the Jurassic Coast, 
although it wasn't called that then. 

I come from Wool, as a kid I used to sell ice creams at the cliff top at 
Durdle Door, I've always known the coastline very well. I've swum off it, 
walked along it, scuba dived, cycled, canoed, and sailed it for most of 
my life. 

Q: DID you always want to go into tourism? 

A: It hadn't really occurred to me. I did a computer science degree then 
worked for a large American corporation for a while. 

I realised I wanted to start my own business but took a break and 
travelled round the world fora couple of years. When I came back, in 
2002, the Jurassic Coast designation had just been awarded and, as I'd 
been a'professional tourist'during my time travelling and seen various 
tourism 'offers'around the world, I realised that having World Heritage 
Site status gave it a sort of'kite mark' of quality that people could have 
confidence in. 

It had always been beautiful, always been stunning and amazingly 
interesting but all that had always been fragmented into lots of little 
bits and pieces, and the whole range and depth of what was here was 
unknown to the majority of people. So the designation pulled every¬ 
thing together and gave it a brand to promote. 

I straight away thought, "This is fantastic!" 

Q: HOW did you establish the formula for Discover Dorset Tours? 

A: I did some basic mystery shopper research and realised there was 
nothing; this was brand new. There was no tourism infrastructure at all. 

So I got a minibus, upgraded my driving licence, got the necessary 
permissions, did myself a brochure, website and booking system and 
started the first day tours round the Jurassic Coast. 

And over the years I'd had pals from college come to stay and I'd 
taken them around and shown them things, so I started with a fairly 
good knowledge anyway. I worked to increase the depth of my 
knowledge about the area and its history. 

Q: WHAT were those early days like? 

A: To begin with I wondered if it was all too hazardous, taking people 
of mixed abilities and ages along cliff top walks, worrying about my 
health and safety liabilities and all that. 

Because of that, at this point I found I was thinking twice about it and 
considering starting different sorts of business, but I kept being drawn 
back to it. 

The first Jurassic Coast tour I did was in 2004 and the tourists were 
actually just blown away by what was revealed to them. 

In those days I was just doing the whole thing on my own. Now I've 
got a great team of about 40 people working with me in the season, 
cutting back to a core of about 12 in the winter. 









www.viewfromonline.co.uk 


www.j u rassiccoast.org 


View from the Jurassic Coast 29 


Q: HOW has the business developed over the last seven years? 

A: One of the challenges we had initially was finding the best place to 
operate from. We are in the county of Dorset and work from the 
Poole/Bournemouth area, even though that is beyond the extent of 
the Jurassic Coast. 

But in terms of visitor bed-space, three-quarters of all the tourist 
accommodation in Dorset is in the Poole, Bournemouth and 
Christchurch area, so I have to be based where most of my 
customers are. We couldn't run it from, say, Bridport, because there 
simply wouldn't be a core of enough people and if tourists have got to 
Bridport, they'll have their own cars anyway and will be doing their 
own sight-seeing. 

One of the things I realised early on was that I needed to grow a 
sustainable business, not just do it on my own. And now we run tours 
to London, Bath, Stonehenge, Salisbury, the New Forest, Isle of Wight, 
Oxford; all the places that our customers want to go to. 

Discover Dorset now runs a bike-hire business from Bournemouth, 
we've got open-topped tour buses, and the airport bus... and I've just 
bought a land-train as well. 

Q: WHAT are you going to be doing with that? 

A: That's just what my Dad said! I don't know yet - sometimes you've 
just got to go for it and work out the detail afterwards. 

It was just sitting in a warehouse in Holland, and I thought we could 
use it. It's a little train that doesn't run on tracks, so we can take kids for 
rides. 

Q: HOW has the link worked with the Jurassic Coast Team? 

A: When they first started up they hadn't really worked out how to 
involve businesses; there was no Quality Business Scheme or anything, 
and I got talking to Sally (Sally King, JC Visitor Manager) and we 
worked out how the branding could be of use to us (piggy-back off 
what they were doing) while bringing the Jurassic Coast to the 
attention of a wider audience. 

Also, being part of the Quality Business Scheme was reassuring to our 
customers. We've done lots of work with the Jurassic Coast Team over 
the years. I know they have limited resources but they've always been 
very supportive. 

Q: How many people get on your buses each year? 

A: For city sight-seeing, the volume is quite high - about 20,000, and 
for Jurassic Coast tours, about 10,000. But we also have a guaranteed 
departure policy, so (with the exception of the Isle of Wight and 
London) if only two people book for the tour we still go out. 

Similarly, all our guides are very well trained but some might be more 
interested in the geology, some more interested in the history. Either 
way, every day you have up to 16 people on the minibus and you have 
to find out what they want to know and slant your tour to match their 
interests. For instance you might have two elderly women from the 
Midlands on a bus with two lads from Venezuela, and each wants 
something different from the trip. 

The skill of a good guide is, within a single tour, to provide lots of lit¬ 
tle individual tours to accommodate every visitor. Last year we had 76 
different nationalities as well, so if English isn't their first language the 
guide has to be adept at giving some relatively complex information 
in a way they can understand. But it also gives us a real thrill when we 
get local people bringing guests - the locals think they know the coast 
but go home completely blown away by what they have learnt. 

Q: What plans do you have for the future? 

A: One of the things we will be starting in 2012 is running a day-trip 
bus service for visitors from London to the Jurassic Coast. We will tie it 
up with the trains, so they can leave from Victoria or Waterloo at eight 
in the morning to Bournemouth Station, get straight onto our bus and 
we'll take them to sites around Lulworth and Durdle Door. 

They can walk - they can do an eight-mile walk if they like - take 
photographs, have lunch, and later be dropped back at the station to 
get back to London. In the past people have actually got taxis to 


Award runners-up 


M ARTIN COOKE, Jurassic Coast Award Administrator, 
said on behalf of the Award Panel: “From the range of 
entries from businesses in many different fields the se¬ 
lection panel could see the significant amount of effort, time, 
commitment and enthusiasm that businesses put into helping to 
promote, manage and present the World Heritage Site. All the 


shortlisted businesses illustrate the great work being done right 
along the Jurassic Coast and we are immensely grateful for their 
involvement and support.” 

Sally King added: “All four finalists are at the top of their game 
when it comes to sustainability, and two of them already hold 
prestigious environmental awards.” 


Stuart Line Cruises 

www.stuartlinecruises.co.uk 

BASED in Exmouth and run by 
Ian Stuart, the company provides 
tours of the Jurassic Coast from 
the sea, which has to be one of the 
very best ways of appreciating it. 
Ian has sailed along the coast 
since he was a boy and knows the 
area in great detail, including 
being hugely well informed about 
the geology of the cliffs, as 
passengers learn from his 
excellent on-board commentary. 




Oakdown Holiday Park 

w w w.oa kd own.co.uk 

LOCATED near Sidmouth, guests are 
encouraged to explore the coast by 
bus, foot or bicycle and are given a 
wealth of Jurassic Coast information. 
Partner and manager Doreen Franks 
has been involved with the Coast 
since 1995 and has given a huge 
amount of her time helping to 
enhance tourism along the Jurassic 
Coast and with the World Heritage 
Steering Group. Guests are 
encouraged to donate to visitor 
payback, which has raised over 
£4,000 in two years. 


Bagwell Farm Touring Park 

www.bagwellfarm.co.uk 

BASED near Weymouth, their 
philosophy is to create a sustainable 
as well as an enjoyable visitor 
experience and to contribute to the 
Jurassic Coast through visitor 
payback with activities such as 
Beach Cleans. They’ve also 
sponsored new coastal interpretation 
boards and make sure visitors have 
all the information they need to make 
the most of what the World Heritage 
Site has to offer. 



Bournemouth to come and do our tours, or have come down and 
stayed overnight. 

That's great, obviously, but this new idea will make it simpler and 
cheaper for them. And it's not just for holiday makers either, 

Londoners love it too - it gets them out to do something spectacular 
and different at a weekend. 

And the site is world class: I love it when they come to the crest of the 
cliff at Durdle Door and you hear that intake of breath and the'Wow!' 
That never goes away, and it's always rewarding. 

Q: How will winning this prestigious award affect your business? 

A: Today's award is a huge thrill for me and my team. That Jurassic 
Coast has given us this public endorsement will be a great advantage 
in attracting customers next year and in the future. 
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involved 


T he Jurassic Coast Team works closely with the 
Jurassic Coast Trust - a local charity established 
in 2003 to support education and conservation 
projects along the World Heritage Site. Together we 
are able to provide support and resources along the 
Dorset and East Devon Coast, but only with your help. 

• Support the Coast 

There are many ways in which you can play a part in supporting the Jurassic 
Coast, helping to ensure that it remains part of our global heritage now, and 
for future generations. 

Visit: www.jurassiccoast.org/support 

• Get Involved 

Become a Friend of the Jurassic Coast to find out more about this special 
coastline and how it is managed for all to enjoy. 

Visit: www.jurassiccoast.org/friends 

• Volunteer 

Offer your time to help The Jurassic Coast Team as it delivers events along 
the coast. If you have a passion for fossils, dinosaurs or the environment in 
general we would love to hear from you. 

Visit: www.jurassiccoast.org/volunteer 

• Donate 

To make a contribution to the Jurassic Coast Trust to support the education 
aims and the conservation of the World Heritage Site, 

Visit: www.jurassiccoast.org/donate 


^ THE World Heritage Site is an 
extremely prestigious but well 
earned distinction for the 
Jurassic Coast. 

It is indeed of worldwide importance 
and a place of great fascination to 
anyone interested in the history of 
life on this planet 

Let us hope that 
on this, the tenth 
anniversary of its 
granting, we do 
our best not only 
to maintain but to 
improve the ways 
by which we 
enable visitors to 
understand its 
significance. ^ 

Sir David Attenborough 
OMCHFRS 
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Boat trips are not 
just for tourists! 


Take a informative and and unforgettable 
cruise along the Jurassic Coast and make sure 
you have seen this amazing coast line with so 
many sections inaccessible by foot 
Our vessels are fully licensed and insured, 
have inside and outside seating, 
refreshments bar and toilets on board. 

A full commentary is given during your cruise 
on the geology and wildlife of over 
250 million years of the Earth's history 


Sailing dates for 2012 


Sunday 6th May @ 2.15pm 
Tuesday 15th May @ 2.15pm 
Saturday 19th May @ 2pm 
Tuesday 29th May @ 2pm 
Monday 4th June @ 2.15pm 
Sunday 10th June @ 11.30 
Tuesday 12th June @2pm 
Sunday 17th June @ 2pm 
Wednesday 20th June @ 2.30pm 
Wednesday 27th June @1.30 pm 
Friday 29th June @ 2pm 
Sunday 1 st July @ 2pm 
Tuesday 3rd July @2pm 
Sunday 8th July @ 11 am 
Tuesday 10th July @ 11 am 
Wednesday 11 th July @ 12.30pm 
Sunday 15th July @ 2pm 


Wednesday 18th July @2pm 

Monday 23rd July @11 am 

Wednesday 25th July @ 11 am 

Wednesday 1 st August @ 2pm 

Tuesday 7th August @11 am 

Saturday 11th August @ 2pm 

Monday 13th August @2pm 

Wednesday 15th August 
@ 1.30pm 

Friday 17th August @ 2pm 

Wednesday 22nd August 
@ 10.45 am 

Friday 24th August @11 am 

Sunday 26th August @ 2pm 

Tuesday 28th August @2.15pm 

Wednesday 5th September 
@ 10.30 am 

Tuesday 11th September 
@ 2.15 pm 


Sunday 16th September 
@ 2.15pm 

Thursday 20th September 
@ 11am 

Sunday 23rd September @11am 

Wednesday 26th September 
@ 2.15pm 

Sunday 7th October @ 11 am 

Thursday 11th October @ 2.15pm 

Saturday 13th October 
) 11.45am 

Tuesday 16th October @ 2.30pm 

Wednesday 24th October 
) 2.15pm 

Cruises last roughly 2 V 2 hours 
and depart from Exmouth. 
Additional Cruises are available 
throughout the year as well 
as special events and 
private charter 
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We are delighted to announce changes here at The Bay! 


THE BAY is the iconic hotel on the Marine Parade seafront and is In the process 
of modernising and providing a showcase for local chef Steve Bate/. 

In the coming weeks changes will be made to the facade by creating an elegant 
covered area from where you can sit in stylish comfort and delight watching the 
world go by with stunning views across the bay and along the Jurassic coastline 
without worrying about the weather. 

The new BAY LEAF restaurant will be serving contemporary English food with 
a seasonal twist personally designed by Steve based on locally sourced 
ingredients with a sound provenance. 

THE BAY still has some availability for the extensive cultural events coming to 
Lyme Regis in the next few months with rooms starting from Just £70 per night. 
Also availability over Easter, May bank holiday, Jubilee weekend in June. Olympic 
torch procession. Fossil Festival, Lifeboat week Carnival and ARTSFEST. 

Enjoy a quiet weekend off season or a perfect British summer holiday by the 
sea. Why go anywhere else when it’s all happening here and you can be in the 
front row on the seafront. 

20% OFF DINNER for guests staying with us, just quote “Jurassic” 
when booking. Offer available until the end of April 2012. 


Tel:(0) 1297 442059 
www.lymebayhotel.co.uk 
email: info@lymebayhotel.co.uk 














